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One-fourth Finished 


First Returns.on Lutheran World Action Appeal Released by 
Assistant Director Paul C. Empie 


Philadelphia, Pa., January 3, 1941 
As a new year begins, and the last 
few dollars of the fund received early 
in 1940 from the Emergency Appeal are 
finally sent abroad to fulfill their pur- 
pose, it is heartening news for our Lu- 
theran Church to know that funds sent 
in response to the recent appeal of Lu- 
theran World Action are flowing in at 
an ever-increasing rate. While it was 
anticipated that the bulk of the money 
would not be available until late in 
January, a total of $132,692.14 was 
received at the New York office by De- 
cember 31. It was divided into the fol- 
lowing amounts from the respective 
bodies: 
United Lutheran Church 


ime ATM eriCasa enn ete $39,807.31 
American Lutheran 

Church at se tea eee. 24,710.96 
Norwegian Lutheran 

Church peewee secre ete 37,135.30 
Augustana Syn0d once 8,035.16 
United Danish Evangelical 

Lutheran Church |... 2,166.60 
Lutheran Free Church ........ 3,453.88 
Lutheran Brethren... 25.00 
Missouri Synod . ee oS Od O0e 
Independent 2.96... antees 10.00 
Latheran Student 

IASSOCIAtlON sere n 1,185.14 
Undesignated )..0 piscine 2,372.20 
Danish Evangelical 

Lutheran Church = .-c 779.59 

$132,692.14 


* Designated. 
Meanwhile we have learned through 


reports secured through the regional 
directors that a large number of con- 
gregations are planning to present the 
appeal this Epiphany season or during 
the weeks of Lent. Some, not satisfied 
with their first offering are receiving a 
second one to augment the total gift. 
Still others are continuing their efforts, 
getting their “second wind.” 

One interesting gift came through the 
Lutheran Inner Mission Society of 
Rochester. The note which accom- 
panied a check for $14.64 stated: “You 
will find enclosed a check from the peo- 
ple of the Lutheran Inner Mission Cen- 
ter to be used for Lutheran world re- 
lief. The group of youngsters we serve 
is under-privileged so that we are es- 
pecially happy to pass on their gifts for 
others in the Master’s name.” Our 
Church is happy and proud to com- 
mend these and other similar instances 
of genuine sacrifice among its members. 

Meanwhile correspondence from 
abroad tells us how eagerly our efforts 
are watched by the orphaned missions 
themselves, and how gratefully the 


funds sent thus far have been received. 
It is a real privilege for each Lutheran 
in America to be able to share the thrill 
of having helped. 


A Participant’s News 


Miss Faith Lippard Writes from 
Japan 


Tus past year has been full of 
changes and surprises everywhere., A 
new world seems to be developing un- 
der our very eyes. And Japan, with its 
history of 2,600 years, is changing 
rapidly. 

To watch the development of the 
church in this country is like watching 
a butterfly crawl out of its cocoon and 
unfurl its lovely wings to the sunshine. 
How weak and fragile they seem to be! 
But when they have dried, they have 
the power to carry the butterfly wher- 
ever it wishes to go. I have heard that 
once some kind-hearted person helped 
a butterfly in its struggle to get out of 
its cocoon. The wings of that butterfly 
were never strong. It had lost some- 
thing in not being allowed to fight its 
own way out into the world. 

For many years now, foreign mission- 
aries have been working in Japan. They 
have been developing a church here. 
Now that church must become a Jap- 
anese church. The government de- 
mands this, and the people really want 
it. The church has been forbidden to 
accept subsidy from abroad. It must 
become self-supporting. As the cocoon 
has sheltered and protected the butter- 
fly while it grew, so we have been 
shielding and helping the church in 
Japan. But the butterfly must get out 
of the cocoon alone, and so the church 
must win its way by itself. As its wings 
are slowly unfurled, we must stand by 
and watch. We cannot help. Our help 
would only weaken it for the future. 
We need your prayers that we may 
have the wisdom and patience to 
stand by humbly and watch. This 
church needs your prayers that it may 
come forth strong and glorious. The 
individuals who make up this church 
need your prayers, that they may bear 
the struggle fearlessly, triumphantly. 

It is going to mean great reductions 
in salary for all the pastors and Chris- 
tian workers. It is going to mean that 
the laymen must “give till it hurts,” 
and hurts. In many cases it is going to 
mean public ridicule and disfavor, by 
simply being a Christian, because even 
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yet, there is a “foreign flavor” attached 
to Christianity in Japan. For us for- 
eigners to show any understanding or 
sympathy, would only bring greater 
suspicion and disfavor to those whom 
we want to help the most. But prayer, 
which is invisible, can help more than 
human knowledge can measure. 

Therefore, we are glad to stay in 
Japan. We can see where and how to 
pray. There is not much else that we 
can do now. As long as this govern- 
ment, and you who support us, will 
allow us to stay, we shall remain here 
and do what we can do—give the Gos- 
pel message, and pray. 

Fartx Lipparp. 
Ashiya, Japan. 
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The Winnower 


Among phrases in the Bible which refer to occupa- 
tions no longer existent where machinery has become 
available are several that indicate the final action in 
obtaining grain for food. Most frequent among these 
terms are “threshing,” “threshing instruments,” and the 
“threshing floor.” But twice in the Old Testament a 
person is cited: it is he whose part in the process it was 
to toss the mixture of grain and straw into the air so 
that the wind would blow the chaff away and permit 
the sower to “gather his wheat into the garner.” The 
threshing floors where this form of winnowing was car- 


_ ried on were familiar to all people, and therefore they 


understood exactly whom John the Baptist meant when 


'Z he warned the Jews of the coming of Him Whose mis- 


= 


sion was one of judgment. 
The Forerunner did not live long enough to see in the 


flesh the fulfillment of his prophecy when judgment 


began at Jerusalem. It was two score years later (A. D. 
70) when an insurrection in Palestine against Roman 
‘authority led to the siege of Jerusalem and sixty years 
later to its complete destruction. But some who heard 
John the Baptist’s declaration, and who later saw the 
seeming triumph of the foes of righteousness; some who 
were driven from their homes by cruel persecutions an 

made “pilgrims and strangers” in far places—these re- 
membered, no doubt, what had been foretold. They saw 
demonstrated the wrath of God upon those who plan 
evil; who neglect mercy and despise the poor because 


they are weak. They saw literal evidences of divine 
judgment upon. the sinning both of individuals and 
nations. “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the 
Lord,” was a part of Paul’s letter to endangered fellow 
believers in Rome. 

Both prophecy and history warn that a distinction 
exists between good and evil whereby good is enabled 
to survive and to produce benefits while evil is a decep- 
tion and doomed to defeat. It is true that the inter- 
mingling of vice and virtue in this present life and world 
requires that judgment be administered by Him Whose 
ways are not our ways and Who counts time by stand- 
ards and intervals that are beyond human wisdom. It is 
this complexity of moral values that makes the patience 
of the persecuted a virtue and which requires even the 
most ardent believers in Him to accept sorrow and dis- 
appointment for a season. 

But the threshing floor and the separation of wheat 
from chaff are bound to come. The form and date of the 
divine action cannot be foretold. It is not the less inevit- 
able. The moral factors in conduct are seen by man’s 
Maker and by the Arbiter of nations. The winnower 
can be a very humble instrument through whom God’s 
judgment is implemented. In his relations to policies of 
rulers and practices of communities that which is straw 
is cast up and blown away. 

In the end it is reduced to ashes. The grain has then 
been gathered into barns. 
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je Chick in The News 


World of Yesterday 

Tue Trylon and Perisphere may be only inglorious 
wreckage by this time, but one of the World’s Fair build- 
ings stands a chance of reincarnation. The Belgian 
Building has been offered to the Baptists for removal 
to their negro school, Virginia Union University of 
Richmond. The building 
was valued at $700,000. 
Removal to the university 
and re-erection would cost 
$325,000. A large founda- 
tion has offered to meet 
i $100,000 of this expense, 
tte a and other gifts have been 
a cea promised. The Belgian 
ee ),©,.C) @ ® ® . . 
asiae 3 ambassador is serving as 
honorary chairman of a nation-wide committee in charge 
of securing the rest of the money. 

One unit of the building was dismantled during De- 
cember. Prompt action on the remainder is necessary, 
as the ground must be cleared by the end of this month. 

Virginia Union University has an enrollment of 660, 
and is greatly in need of additional buildings. The Bel- 
gian Building would harmonize well in appearance. It 
cannot be returned to Belgium, due to war. 


tt 


Plain Talking 

TELLING people how much to give to the church may 
not sound like a popular procedure, but the people of 
the First Baptist Church, Helena, Montana, have been 
told, and they like it. 

It started with the pastor asking the members of the 
finance board if they would be willing for him to sug- 
gest how much they should give to current expenses and 
toward the church debt, provided the pastor would agree 
to allow them to tell him what he should pledge. 

Eventually everybody said “yes” to the proposal. One 
member of the board turned red, and couldn’t speak 
for four minutes when the pastor’s estimate for him was 
made public. And then he said something about 
“.. certainly did have a lot of nerve.” Estimates for 
all the men were from 40 to 200 per cent higher than 
the amounts they had been giving. 

So then the gentlemen of the finance committee de- 
liberated on what the pastor’s pledge should be, and 
eventually the pastor and each of the others accepted 
his quota. 

Next these gentlemen told the congregation about 
what they had done, and asked to be allowed to suggest 
amounts for each family in the church. Permission was 
granted. The board set about fixing amounts which 
seemed reasonable for each family, taking into account 
the financial ability of each, and the family’s probable 
willingness to give. 

This was called “The Church Family Plan.” Families 
were gathered in various meeting places, and sealed en- 
velopes were brought out, containing the amounts sug- 
gested by the board. It was plainly stated that these 
envelopes would be given only to those who asked for 
them. All but three families attending the meetings 
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asked for their envelopes, and immediately proceeded to 
open them, each watching to see how his neighbor would 
respond to the shock. 

While only eighteen families out of ninety-two pledged 
as much as the board suggested, all but eight families 
that pledged in the previous year did increase their 
pledges. Thirty families who had not pledged at all 
formerly made pledges for the new year. Seventy per 
cent more was pledged for current expenses than for- 
merely. Not one word of criticism of the plan was heard. 


Converts 

FRANz WERFEL, who wrote that magnificent book about 
Jeremiah, “Hearken Unto the Voice,” has recently been 
announced as a convert to. the Roman Catholic Church. } 
He was born in Prague, son of a Jewish manufacturer, 
and is now a refugee in the United States. 

Sigrid Undset, one of Norway’s brightest literary 
lights, has’ been lecturing in America under Roman 
Catholic auspices. Once upon a time she was agnostic. 
She was critical of the state church of her native land 
for its leniency regarding divorce. She now believes “it 
is sheer illusion to expect to keep even the shell of 
monogamous marriage once the Catholic doctrine of 
sacramental marriage is lost.” 


Pension Plan 

Tue Norwegian Lutheran Church is rapidly securing 
allegiance to an amended pension plan on a “four-four” 
basis. Six hundred pastors and six hundred congrega- 
tions have agreed to take part in the plan, which goes 
into effect February 1. The plan was adopted at the 
synod convention last June. Four per cent of the annual 
salary of the pastor, and an equal amount from the con- 
gregation, are to go into the new pension fund. Congre- 
gations are asked to pay an additional two per cent for 
helping to pay present pensioners and supplemental 
pensions to aged ministers or their widows. 

At a recent meeting of the directors of the new plan, 
it was decided that the Pension Fund shall be reinsured 
in a legal reserve life insurance company under strict 
government regulation. 


Age of Maximum Efficiency 


WHEN are a pastor’s best years? The subject has been 
under discussion recently in The Ansgar Lutheran, 
weekly paper of the United Danish Lutheran Church. 

“As a rule, a man’s achievement rises till age 40, holds 
at a level until age 54, and then falls, though not very 
rapidly, up to age 70,” quotes this periodical from Dr. 
Thorndike. 

“The system of seniority should ordinarily apply in 
our synod,” writes Ansgar’s editor. “A young pastor 
starts in a minor call. He works there at least five years, 
and then he may move into a somewhat larger field. 
The best and biggest calls should not go to men before 
they reach fifty years of age. .. . If a pastor at the age 
of thirty-five gets one of the best calls, what shall he do 
ten years afterward when he may feel he should move?” 
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Washington 


OSCAR F. BLACKWELDER AND 
RALPH W. LOEW 


BY 


Tus page, scheduled for every other week in THE 
LUTHERAN, makes its bow between the opening of the 
Seventy-seventh Congress and the inauguration of Mr. 
Roosevelt for the third term... . It is written under the 
conviction that men and women of the Church have a 
responsibility second to none in studying public issues 
and fashioning public opinion ... and that such a job 
is not done simply by “protesting” (as in the Vatican 
issue) or “objecting” (as in the draft issue)... . 


Two Senators and “The Lutheran” 


Two of the most significant men in the new Congress 
will be Senator Burton K. Wheeler of Montana and 
Senator Morris Sheppard of Texas. Senator Wheeler 
probably will lead the anti-administration forces on the 
war issue and Senator Sheppard is chairman of the Mil- 
itary Affairs Committee of the Senate. Both are men of 
unimpeachable character and moral earnestness. Sen- 
ator Sheppard entered the House in 1902 and without a 
break came to the Senate in 1913. If he is re-elected in 
1942 and lives to serve the term, he will have been in 
Congress for the longest continuous period of any man 
in the nation’s history. Have you noted the striking 
resemblance of Senator Sheppard and Dr. E. Stanley 
Jones? If these two look alike, Senator Wheeler and 
Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr act alike. Mr. Wheeler has one of 
the finest minds in American public life. His power of 
analysis, his rapier thrusts, his moral courage are an 
inspiration to every honest citizen. Agree or differ with 
the positions of Senator Sheppard or Senator Wheeler, 
they help confirm faith in Capitol Hill. We have secured 
statements from both these men on the “Responsibility 
of the Church in the Present World Crisis.” 


Senator Sheppard Says 


_ “Tt is axiomatic that in times:of stress there is a greater 
need for the stabilizing influence of religion than at any 
other time in the lives of mankind. This being so, the 
church of today has a unique place in the world, a place 
in which it can render greater and more lasting service 
perhaps than at almost any time in modern history. 
With the breakdown of all standards of honor among 
some nations, which has been so apparent in the last 
few years, violation of treaties and war, not only on the 
‘armed forces of enemies but also on non-combatants, 
it is apparent that the honor and integrity of these na- 
tions may not rise above the honor and integrity of the 
leadership of a country. This being true, it is partic- 
ularly necessary that the citizenship of the various na- 
tions of the world be converted thoroughly to the Chris- 
tian conception of life which calls for a high level of 
ethical dealing in order that the teachings of the Lord 
Jesus may be exemplified. 


“It seems to me that the time has come for the church 
to go back to a fundamental basis of converting the in- 
dividual. This is a challenging task, one that will call 
for the greatest effort, for clear thinking, and for a re- 
newal of the conception of individual religion on the 
part of the church as a whole. Just so far as the church 
is able to convert the individuals who in the aggregate 
make up the nation, that far will it. go in meeting the 
greatest challenge that has confronted it in modern 
times.” 


Senator Wheeler Commented 


“Men of Christian ideals, and particularly the men 
who preach the word of Christ, by every sacred right 
ought to be in the forefront of this war to end war. 
Sometime peace must come, sometime the representa- 
tives of the warring nations will sit around a council 
table. Will it be a better peace or a more just peace 
after thousands more are slaughtered, after millions 
more are made homeless and hungry, and poverty and 
disease debase the world, after nations are rendered 
prostrate and their people are ugly and disillusioned? 
Isn’t this the road to anarchy and atheism? Is there any 
surer way of enthroning Godless communism in the 
world? 

“Some church leaders have expressed sorrow and 
wonder when church attendance has declined. But how 
can the ordinary man in the street—the great mass of 
men and women—have faith in the nobility of Chris- 
tianity when the men of God themselves are divided; 
when the German minister assures his flock that God is 
on their side and the English minister argues that God 
is with them; when even here in America one church 
congregation is told that this is a righteous war and we 
should implement it and another group of worshipers 
hear that war—all war—is wrong, uncivilized and un- 
christian. 

“Of course, war is wrong—no war ever righted any 
wrong. Ministers ought to shout this truth from every 
pulpit. Let them lead their people in daily prayers for 
peace. Every man is equal before God; the voice of the 
humblest rings as loud as that of the highest. If in this 
great, peaceful nation, men and women would lead in a 
great moral reawakening, demanding an end to the 
slaughter of innocents, the voice of peace would rise 
above the intimidation and threats of Godless men who 
would enthrone war as the solution of the ills of man- 
kind. Let those who lead consider Christ’s preachments, 
let them ask themselves what the Saviour Himself would 
do and say were He speaking today! .. . ‘For all they 
that take the sword shall perish with the sword,’ and, 
‘Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called 
the children of God.’”’ 
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Lutheran Life at Tsingtao, China 


J. Our Tsingtao, China, congregation had this tiny chapel as its 
first place of worship. 2. Their church number two. 3. The German 
club which when remodeled became church number three. 4. The 
imposing structure which is now being built. 5. Pastor K. E. Yang, 
under whose strong leadership the Tsingtao Lutheran Church has 
gone from strength to strength. 6. Assistant Pastor and Mrs. Lin. 
7. Carrying soup from refugee kitchens to distribution points. 
8. Faces of Chinese refugees are sad but not hateful as they wait 
for hours to receive their daily portion of food. 9. An “open door” 


in China. Mission House in Tsimo after the bombing of our Middle 
School. 10. Sharing bowl, chopsticks and rice with little brother. 
11. Executive Committee of Tsingtao International Relief Associa- 
tion under whose direction a million meals were served to refugees. 
Our missionary, the Rev. Paul P. Anspach, front center, was chair- 
man. The committee included an American Presbyterian mission- 
ary, an English Salvation Army officer, a German educator, a Chin- 
ese pastor and a Dutch Roman Catholic priest. They established 
eight distribution centers with a daily capacity of 7,000 meals. 


ie 
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From Victory Unto Victory 


Our Tsingtao Congregation Builds Four Churches in Forty Years 


_ Just before the turn of this century events were hap- 
pening in the Far East which are related to the present 
international tangle. Powerful nations of the West saw 
the commercial possibilities in the Orient. In order to 
make the most of these opportunities, one by one the 
nations established footholds on the coast of China. 

Germany was not different from the other nations. 
When two Roman Catholic priests were murdered by 
Chinese bandits it gave the Berlin government the ex- 
cuse to demand a ninety-nine year lease on a piece of 
territory adjacent to Kiaochow Bay in north China. 
Weak China had no choice—she yielded to the demands. 

The German Church felt its responsibility in this new 
undertaking. The Berlin Mission in South China sent 
several missionaries to open work in this new field. They 
settled in the city of Tsingtao and purchased property 
for various buildings needed. One small tract of land 
was on one of the main streets. There a chapel was 
erected. It was church number one of the congregation 
that was yet to be. It looked like a small church that 
one might find tucked away in a remote mountainous 
district in Germany. It was strongly built by Chinese 
masons under German supervision. 

The building of the chapel was an easier task than 
the building of a congregation. Children in the newly 
opened Christian schools were taught the Bible and the 
catechism. Subsequently some were baptized and the 
little flock grew. Mission work went well until the first 
World War broke out. Japan laid siege to the German 
stronghold of Tsingtao. When the city fell it marked a 
new era in the life of the little congregation. A reduced 
staff of foreign and Chinese workers and lack of funds 
meant retarded growth. 


Enter U. L. C. A. 


In 1925 our United Lutheran Church took over this 
Mission, Almost immediately work in the Tsingtao con- 
gregation as well as in other mission projects was inten- 


sified. The church was redecorated. New pews were | 


purchased. A Sunday school was started. New evan- 


_ gelistic efforts were undertaken. 


' All this happened at a critical time. A new national- 


_ istic movement was sweeping China. It was anti-foreign 


and became anti-Christian. Patriotic parades marched 
past the little white chapel. They cried, “Down with 


imperialism.” Christians were called the “running dogs 


of imperialism.” That was only a phase and it did not 
represent deep-seated hatred. It was only one feature 
of the re-birth of a great nation. In the end it helped 
the Church. 

An awakened nation meant new leadership. A self- 
conscious leadership asserted itself in the Church. Of- 
ficers were elected and the congregation was organized. 
Soon the little white chapel was too small. Plans to en- 
large it were made. It was extended to the street and a 
bell tower added. These improvements were effected 
just at the time that the Lutheran Church of China (a 
body composed of ten missions or synods in China, in- 
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cluding our own) met in Tsingtao for its triennial gen- 
eral assembly. During this meeting Mr. K. E. Yang 
was ordained as our first Chinese pastor. 

This second church served well. A building at its side 
was enlarged to be used as a parish house. A small pas- 
tor’s house was built. After five years it became ap- 
parent that a larger church was needed. The shape of 
the lot made possible any feasible enlargement. There 
was no possibility of purchasing adjacent land. City 
officials announced that within a few years the street 
must be widened. Not only did this prevent any im- 
provement of the church building but threatened the 
existing building. There seemed only one solution. The 
property should be sold and a better site secured. 


Converted from Community Use 


There was a better place. On an important corner 
near our hospital was a splendid lot with a commanding 
position. It seemed foolish and covetous to think about 
it as a possibility. It was the ‘““Deutches Heim,” home or 
clubhouse of the German community. When it was sug- 
gested to the Chinese that this would be an ideal site for 
a new church they began to pray about the matter. 
Suddenly the German community announced the prop- 
erty for sale. A price was fixed and our mission was 
given the first refusal. The old church was offered for 
sale and later a buyer was found. A difference of ten 
thousand dollars remained to be raised. Together the 
congregation and mission did it. The clubhouse was re- 
modeled and became a church. Church number three 
meant a great advance. Our Chinese say it came in 
answer to prayer. 

This church served the congregation well but the con- 
gregation looked forward to a day when the clubhouse 
would serve as a parish house and a beautiful nave and 
tower could be added. Again the opportunity came 
sooner than expected. The war in China has brought 
much tragedy. With it came economic upheaval and 
financial inflation. American dollars realized more in 
China than in normal times. It was an opportune time 
to build. The Board of Foreign Missions permitted our 
mission to apply funds gained on exchange to the build- 
ing of the new church. A Danish architect designed a 
building in keeping with its surroundings. A Russian 
architect completed designs and specifications. A Chinese 
member of the church council who had been a con- 
tractor supervised the purchase of materials and the 
construction. Slowly the new church has taken shape. 
The cross on its lofty tower can be seen from many parts 
of the city and from the ships in the bay. Equipment 
for this beautiful edifice is being purchased by money 
raised by the congregation. 

This fourth church of a congregation which is just four 
decades old stands as a monument to missionary efforts 
in a great land. It bespeaks a better day for China and 
a greater day for our Church in that great land. Truly 
it can be said that here is a beautiful church given in 
dark days as a gift from God. 


Convincers Asked For 


Staff Writer George L. Rinkliff Discusses Calls for 


Promotion of Benevolence 


THERE seems to be a widespread demand throughout 
the United Lutheran Church for individuals who may 
be able to convince congregations of their ability to meet 
their apportionments in full. The demand comes from 
pastors, church councils, and others; but the supply is 
hardly adequate. 

Individuals who may be highly esteemed by others 
for the task are by no means so sure of their effective- 
ness in their own minds. Their experience hardly war- 
rants such assurance. They know that even though they 
have been able to accomplish something, their best in 
such a direction falls short of the end desired. 

And yet, there is evident urgency in such a situation. 
It would be a mistake to ignore the appeals for help 
that come from those who wish to do something about 
the matter, so far as their own parishes are concerned, 
and who feel that some assistance should come from the 
outside. 

The difficulty seems to be that while it is not so hard 
to convince a congregation of the desirability of the end 
sought, it may be next to impossible to convince them 

that they can do what 

\ | | / they admit they 

should do. They ad- 

\ sae mit that they would 

; want to do it, if only 

\ \\ ff it were feasible. They 

iS would be willing to 

try—but they know in 

advance that it can- 
not be done. 

For the most part, 
such people seem 
open-minded enough. 
They have something 
in their minds that 
will not let others 
convince them com- 
pletely. In view of that, would it be impertinent to 
suggest that they proceed to convince themselves? 

If that sounds like another swing around a circle of 
futility, it may be proper to call attention to congrega- 
tions that are, and have been, meeting their apportion- 
ments in full. How were they convinced of the feas- 
ibility of doing that? Unquestionably, in the large ma- 
jority of cases, they convinced themselves. 


ase 


One Process Used 


Let us take a hypothetical case—a congregation with 
an apportionment of $1,000 and a total of $200 given in 
a year for benevolences. We have acquired the habit 
of looking at such a situation, concentrating on the $800 
deficit, with headshakings and moanings. If headshak- 
ings and moanings were legal tender, the bank accounts 
of all agencies of the church would be bulging. 

Now, that. $800 deficit need not be so important as we 
may think. It need not be considered half so important 
as the $200 in actual benevolences. In the $200 you 
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have something; in the deficit you 
have nothing. We can hardly ex- 
pect to utilize nothings for any- 
thing constructive. 

We have just one concrete ele- 
ment in that situation—the $200. 
It can be discussed factually. Definite questions may be 
asked concerning it. Did giving that amount harm the 
congregation? Did giving it even approach harming the 
congregation? Well, then, giving that much another 
year, and being even daring enough to approach disaster 
by giving more, is entirely feasible, is it not? 

This hypothetical. congregation, it may be noted, has 
already convinced itself of one fact. It is possible for it 
to give $200. But it seems possible that too often a 
wrong psychology has been used in such a case. After 
all, that $200 is important. The congregation has done 
something of importance in giving it. It would seem 
that we have been overlooking the fact that since the 
apportionment is important, any support given it shares 
in that importance. 

Perhaps the thing needed most in such a case is to 
get the congregation to the point where its. members 
will reflect: “Well, if this is really important, let’s try 
to do something more about it.” 


GEORGE L. RINKLIFF 


Those Able Do More 


This hypothetical congregation, knowing it can give 
$200 and aware of the importance of that much, tries to 
do more. Whatever more is given may not amount to 
a large sum of money in the next year. But after all, 
the congregation is learning something. It may be learn- 
ing that it can give $225, and in so doing may discover 
it has capacities of which it has been until then unaware. 
There can be a challenge in that—a challenge to discover 
its real capacities for assisting in a world-wide Chris- 
tian program. 

Too often synods seem to have stood by with buckets 
of ice water for deluging such congregations in such 
circumstances. Too often the man in the pew has been 
given to understand that the attitude of the church ad- 
mits of expression in such words as: “Well, what of that 
increase? You don’t pay in full—so what?” 

Undoubtedly there would be encouragement in recog- 
nition of the increase. There would be further encour- 
agement in continued recognition of increases. A tra- 
dition for increasing in benevolences might well begin 
to develop in that hypothetical congregation—validated 
by recognition by the church. 

There are two facts the church as a whole cannot 
afford to overlook. One is that if each “share in the 
budget deficit” congregation within the church could 
be induced to discover for itself that annual increases 
in benevolences are possible, the whole church will 
steadily approach a fully supported budget. The other 
fact is that at present budgets are inflated, and the con- 
gregation that meets its apportionment in full really 
gives per member more than it might be asked to give 
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were all congregations meeting their apportionments 
fully. There is but one possibility of discarding that in- 
flation discreetly—even if only to a degree. The average 
per capita giving throughout the church must first in- 
erease. A substantial increase there could mean a re- 
duction in budget inflation, and a consequent reduction 
in the apportionments of all congregations. 

If our hypothetical congregation were all “share in 
the budget deficit” congregations rolled into one, it 
might discover that by the time it had reached $600 in 
its benevolences, its goal would be reduced from $1,000 
to $800. When it reached $750 in benevolences, it might 
discover that it had reached its goal. 
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The whole idea, however, naturally lacks appeal for 
whoever yearns to do something spectacular in a hurry. 
It calls for patience rather than pressure, for considera- 
tion rather than contempt, and for appreciation rather 
than depreciation. It is realistic rather than idealistic, 
and it recognizes the membership of the church as per- 
sons rather than as perplexing problems, which can be 
solved by some mathematician. 

It has another factor in its favor—it works. It may 
not work in every congregation immediately, but it will 
work in many almost as soon as it is applied. Per- 
sonally, I have seen it work often enough to be em- 
boldened to suggest it for a general try-out. 


Zeal Renewed at Forty 


By MIssIoNARY WILLIAM G. ARBAUGH 


Tue year 1940 marked the fortieth anniversary of the 
formal organization of the two oldest Lutheran congre- 
gations in Puerto Rico, and all the churches in that field 
joined with them in suitable celebrations. The First 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of San Juan was organized 
January 1, 1900, and St. Paul’s Church of the same city 
dates from April 15 of that year. But the very finest 
part of the celebration is the marked progress and re- 
newal of zeal that characterize the work in this field for 
this anniversary year. 

In the matter of statistics, for instance, 1940 was out- 
standing. The membership of our congregations is 
greater than ever in the forty years of mission history. 
The statistician reports for the close of the preceding 
year a total of 13 organized congregations with 1,040 
confirmed and 3,286 baptized members. Two congrega- 
tions assumed a larger share of self-support, and local 
contributions toward self-support were greater than at 
any previous time. Our 18 Sunday schools report 101 
teachers and 2,306 pupils. There are 10 Luther Leagues 
with 362 members, 9 Women’s Missionary Societies with 
275 members, and 5 Brotherhoods with a membership 
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of 140. The Children of the Church, vacation schools and 
other auxiliary organizations and activities likewise 
reveal a healthy condition. 

An especially happy occasion in 1940 was the opening 
of new work in the city of Rio Piedras, seat of the Uni- 
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versity of Puerto Rico. Here is being organized the 
Church of the Transfiguration, the Rev. Leopoldo Caban 
pastor. A fine corner lot has been acquired on Univer- 
sity Avenue within a short distance of the university 
campus. Great things are expected of this parish. 


A Service Book in Spanish 


But perhaps the very finest feature of the anniversary 
celebration is the publication of the long-awaited 
“Manual de Culto Cristiano,’ a Spanish equivalent of 
the Common Service Book with Hymnal. Work on this 
book began almost twenty years ago, and for the last 
eight years the editorial committee has labored diligently 
with the hope of bringing out a Spanish Service Book 
and Hymnal really worthy of its excellent English 
model. The writer of these lines shares with Pastor 
Eduardo Roig and Miss Frieda M. Hoh the chief edi- 
torial responsibility. The work has been done under the 
general direction of Luther D. Reed, D.D., and the Com- 
mon Service Book Committee of the United Lutheran 
Church in America. 

This notable aid to worship is published by our Board 
of American Missions and the entire typographical work 
has been done by our own United Lutheran Publication 
House in Philadelphia. With more than 300 pages of 
service aids and as many pages to provide for the 355 
hymns and the hymnal indices, the new volume will 
take its place as the most comprehensive work of its 
kind in the Spanish language, regardless of denomina- 
tional sponsorship. It should prove a great boon to wor- 
ship in all Lutheran fields where the Spanish language 
is used. 

Tracts an Important Factor 

Another noteworthy event of 1940 has been the deci- 
sion to provide tracts for use in evangelism and stew- 
ardship. The initiative comes from the two conference 
committees charged with reporting on those phases of 


congregational life. Four different tracts have already 


been printed in large quantities, and it is hoped to pro- 
duce at least eight more within the next few months. 
Pastor Caban, as editor of our monthly paper, El Testigo, , 
is the editor of the tract series. Some of the tracts are of 
local authorship, others are translations of the fine new | 
series of the Parish and Church School Board. 
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It is not always possible for the congregation in Puerto 
Rico to carry out the approved U. L. C. A. program for 
congregational activities. At times the obstacle is the 
lack of affiliation with a constituent synod; our pastors 
are listed on the clerical rolls of certain synods but the 
congregations and the Puerto Rico Conference are re- 
lated only to the Board of American Missions. For 
geographical and other reasons synodical affiliation 
would be difficult to arrange. But the greatest obstacle 
to carrying out the full U. L. C. A. program in Puerto 
Rico is the handicap of having to translate the pertinent 
literature into Spanish. However, much is being accom- 
plished. 


Improvement in Sunday School Work 


During this anniversary year our Conference Com- 
mittee on Schools and Literature has issued a Spanish 
translation of the pamphlet, “A Guide and Standards in 
Parish Education.” In a convention of pastors and Sun- 
day school workers the material of this pamphlet was 
carefully explained and many questions were answered. 
Each congregation is provided with a handmade wall 
chart of the Standard for the First Year, and in most 
of our Sunday schools a serious effort will be made to 
attain this standard: Miss Carmen M. Villarini, our 
director of religious education, is actively pressing for 
the mission-wide improvement of Sunday school work 
through a faithful use of this new plan of our Parish 
and Church School Board. 

The work of translating the materials for the use of 
The Children of the Church is going steadily forward. 
The Spanish translations are issued ‘in neat, artistic 
mimeographed sheets and folders. The work of trans- 
lating, as well as that of mimeographing, is being done 
by our women missionaries. 

In Monteflores the workmen are finishing a fine annex 
to the beautiful building that was erected eight years 
ago by the Luther League of America. This annex is the 
gift of the Women’s Missionary Society, U. L. C. A., and 
is financed with money from the Calado Fund of the 
society. This fund was raised by the sale of West Indies 
products, mostly needlework and basketry. With this 
addition to its plant, the Church of the Good Shepherd 
will be better able to care for its rapidly growing educa- 
tional work. 
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- Work in the Virgin Islands 


Just one hundred miles east of our Puerto Rico field 
is the Virgin Islands field, founded by the Lutheran 
Church of Denmark but now under the care of our 
Board of American Missions. Here three pastors and 
three deaconesses care for five congregations with a 
membership of 1,350 confirmed and 2,315 baptized mem- 
bers. In this field the English language is used. Pastor 
Dana H. Johnson came in February 1940 to succeed the 
late Pastor H. D. Whitteker in the large St. Thomas 
parish. Pastor Elmer H. Ganskopp has just begun his 
ministry in the Christiansted parish, succeeding Pastor 
Hans Naether, whose wife’s state of health did not per- 
mit her to remain in the tropics. Pastor Jens Larsen 
has been in charge of the Frederiksted parish for the 
past five years, and in addition to his fruitful ministry 
in the English language, he conducts occasional Danish 
services for the few Danes still resident in the island 
of St. Croix. 

The West Indies field was unusually well represented 
at the Des Moines and Omaha conventions. Pastor John 
A. Pettit and family and Miss\Frieda M. Hoh, R.N., are 
in the States on furlough from the Puerto Rican field, 
while Pastor and Mrs. Dana H. Johnson and Sister 
Edith Prince are on furlough from the Virgin Islands. 
In the case of Pastor Johnson the word “furlough” does 
not accurately describe his presence at Omaha, for he 
went to the States with the sole purpose of attending 
the U. L. C. A. convention at Omaha as a regular dele- 
gate of the Ohio Synod. Thus in an indirect way the 
Lutherans of the West Indies for the first time have a 
regularly accredited delegate at one of the great biennial 
conventions of the United Lutheran Church. 


Hope Always Uppermost 


A spirit of hope pervades our West Indies missions. 
As an example let me cite St. Paul’s Church in San 
Juan, forty years old and convinced that “life begins at 
forty.” St. Paul’s is now a downtown church with all 
the problems that this fact would indicate. But Pastor 
Evaristo Falco and his people, instead of lamenting their 
situation, believe that the conditions in their parish tend 
to give greater stability to the congregation. They 
frankly set out to win members who live at a distance 
from the church because they felt sure that a person 
willing to sacrifice time and money to assume 
the responsibilities of membership in a down- 
town church is a person worth winning. So 
while the area immediately surrounding the 
church is being steadily taken over by business 
enterprises, and while the members move 
farther and farther away, the membership at 
St. Paul’s is steadily growing and the offerings 
are constantly increasing. 


LUTHERAN CHURCH AT CHRISTIANSTED, 
VirGIn ISLANDS 
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IN THE WORLD'S EYE 


By Juius F. SEEBACH 


The United States Government made its one hundred 
forty-sixth payment of calico—six yards to each Iroquois 
Indian connected with their still existing confederation. 


‘The ceremony took place in the vast Tonawanda Com- 


munity House (December 14), situated near Batavia, 
N. Y., to the music of low chants and thumping drums 
as the chiefs handed out to the assembled multitude the 


bolts of bright-colored calico and unprinted muslins. The 


bolts of cloth were given to 200 Oneidas, 600 Onondagas, 
230 Cayugas, 500 Tonawandas, 1,600 Cattaraugas, 900 
Alleghenies—the last three are clans of the Senecas— 
finally to 450 Tuscaroras, “the younger brothers who sit 
below the fires.” The distribution opened with the 
sounding of a solemn note when the “caller” Ho-Sta-Oot 
(Wall of Rock) announced: “Mohawks, elder brothers 
Keepers of the Eastern Door, will not be with us. They 
did not answer the summons in 1794.” Though disin- 
herited through their failure to appear at that time, 
the Mohawks are kept in: mind. 


Smithsonian Institute, Washington, D. C., has among 
its relics a manuscript of Thomas Jefferson’s, in which 
during his “spare evenings at the White House and at 
Monticello,” he attempted to simplify and reduce the 
New Testament to its essentials. The manuscript con- 
sists of passages clipped from Greek, Latin, French and 
English Testaments, and pasted in parallel columns. 
Jefferson never published the results of this particular 


_ industry for fear of being “exposed to the malignant 


perversions of those who make every word from me a 
text for new misrepresentations and calumnies.” Jeffer- 
son followed the rationalistic theories prevalent in the 
Europe of his day, and decided “we must reduce our 
volume to the simple Evangelists; select even from them 
the very words only of Jesus.” The Biblical scholarship 
of Jefferson, one of the two United States presidents 


who were not professing Christians, deserves no con- 


sideration today. It was based upon-a school of thought 
long since discredited by its follies. But Jefferson’s many 


_ days of toil spent upon a devout study of the Christian 


records lay a heavy reproach upon many within the 


_ church for their casual and ignorant acceptance of the 
Gospel. Parenthetically it might also be observed that 


y 
, 


the other non-church member among the presidents, 
Lincoln, was likewise a persistent and discriminating 
student of the Scriptures. 


The Quarterly Journal of Studies in Alcohol, issued 
from Yale University, carried in its most recent issue 
the statement by D. S. Berry of the rapid increase of 
fatal accidents caused by drunken drivers and pedes- 


trians. The ratio of increase for drinking drivers has 


advanced from 7 per cent in 1933 to 11 per cent in 1939, 
of drinking pedestrians in the same period from 8 per 


cent to 15 per cent. This summation was based on statis- 


tics gathered from city and state police and motor vehicle 
departments in all sections of the country. Mr. Berry 
believes we need a nation-wide standardization of the 
methods used in the investigation of drunkenness in 
accidents. The present methods tend to underestimate 
the casual influence of alcohol. Other figures given for 
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1939 were: 1 of every 5 fatal accidents due to drinking 
driver or pedestrian; 1 in 7 pedestrians and 1 in 9 drivers 
involved in fatal accidents had been drinking; 1 in 3 
fatal night accidents caused by drinking; accidents due 
to drink more frequent in rural than in urban districts. 


India Has a new political organization—the Radical 
Democratic People’s Party. It was launched (Decem- 
ber 22) on a “win-the-war” basis. Its originators and 
sponsors are Mahendranath Roy, formerly a colleague 
of Stalin and a committeeman of the Third Inter- 
nationale, and Dr. Narayan Bhaskar Kare, formerly of 
the Nationalist Congress Party and Premier of the cen- 
tral provinces. As the names indicate, this is a Hindu, 
not a Moslem, movement, and is definitely in opposition 
to the policy and methods of the Congress Party dom- 
inated by Gandhi and his lieutenants. They base their 
movement of revolt on “motives of the country’s inter- 
ests and of patriotism,” and express their confidence in 
the purposes and promises of the British-India gov- 
ernment. 


The Authorities of the Bear Mountain (N. Y.) Trail- 
side Museum have shattered the legend of the “indus- 
trious’? beavers. Their investigation of the nearby 
beaver colonies indicates that though the beavers are 
reasonably busy when they are at work, they seldom 
appear on their job before 3.00 P. M., and then “knock 
off” in plenty of time to rest before the evening shadows 
fall. Of course, this may be due to the influence of the 
surrounding government projects, of which their pre- 
serve is a part. It is also indicated that their skill as 
foresters has been overrated, since much of their felling 
of trees and saplings has been poorly directed, due, per- 
haps, to the further influence of project methods. Most 
damaging of all, however, is the charge laid against 
their prescience as forecasters of the weather, in which 
their investigators found them woefully lacking. The 
same lack was found to be true with respect to their 
much-heralded providence in the laying-up of stores of 
food for the winter months. But why should a project- 
dependent do any providing for the future with an 
“authority” at hand to do the providing? Nevertheless, 
it is highly discouraging to lose one’s faith in the supericr 
intelligence of animals over that of mere human bein<s! 


Egypt’s Cabinet has banned (December 9) the Italian 
“Arithmetica Practica” used in their schools. The book 
was too practical; it “spread Fascist propaganda and 
justified Italian imperialist designs against Britain and 
France.” The action was unnecessary; the Italians did 
not stay long enough in Egypt to work out the answers. 
... The boundary between Germany and Russia has 
been fixed (December 12)—again. Somehow it has a 
tendency to bulge along the edges. . . . London’s baby 
doctors can turn their attention in another direction. 
Births have been cut two-thirds since the bombing 
began. . . . Science, says a voice from England’s Cam- 
bridge (December 13), has made more advance in one 
year of war than in ten years of peace. This is the first 
authentic evidence that we have too much science—or 
too much war. 
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Among Ourselves 


Happy Days 


Even in the Roaring Twenties young people were 
very much irritated by the supposition that youth was 
necessarily a time of happiness. 

“These are the happiest days of your life. 
them,” said our elders. 

From their point of view, the success or failure of 
the Senior Play or the Junior prom might not be a 
matter for serious worry. To us it was. 

Those last hours before the big game of the season 
were often as tense as the atmosphere of our homes 
before the outbreak of war in ’39, or the election last 
November. Our world hung in the balance. 

We had problems that seemed to us, and that really 
were, as important as any decisions our elders had to 
make. The ethics of the classroom, the keeping of 
promises which we wished to ignore, the choice of com- 
panions and amusements, mapping out the future we 
wanted for our own, planning our course as Christian 
citizens, these were the things that might affect our 
whole lives. 

Only politeness or fear of ridicule kept us from pro- 
testing at the ignorance of those who thought us care- 
free and light-hearted. We let them talk. We knew 
better. 

Then came the depression. Older people began to 
realize that youth had problems, because it now had 
the kind of problems age can understand. In many 
cases, their attitude has changed from a sort of envy 
to what amounts to pity. 

“What will these young people see?” they ask in 
solemn tones. 

All young people are not alike, any more than all the 
members of any other age group. Their reactions to 
the question are varied. What will they see? 

Some feel that the materialism of their own gener- 
ation and that of the ones just ahead of them is so great 
that it will take the church many: centuries to make 
any progress toward the establishment of a truly Chris- 
tian society. They see themselves as part of the group 
who will keep the light burning through the New Dark 
Age that is sure to come. Perhaps they are right. 

Another group of Christian young people are equally 
appalled at the sort of world in which they are expected 
to live. They don’t like it and they are going to change 
it. They are organizing to resist the evil they see. Per- 
haps they are right. 

Others walk purposefully along the middle of the 
road. Like both the other groups, they think. Some- 
times their thought draws them slightly to one side 
or the other, but they come back to a middle course. 
They are confident that if Christians will just keep their 
balance the world can be made better.—Perhaps they 
are right. 

All these groups have much in common. They base 
their thinking on definitely Christian principles. How- 
ever far apart they may be in action, their conduct 
springs from a common base. 

It is impossible to tell what the future holds for 
those in their teens and twenties. Of one thing we can 
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be sure. They do not want pity. The only members 
of their generations for whom pity is in order are those 
who are as carefree and thoughtless as their elders 
would like to see them. 


We Buy Clothes 


THE CHRISTIAN WOMAN usually considers carefully 
before she spends money on clothes. No matter how 
much money she may have, she does not want to put 
it on her back when there are so many places it can 
be used to do good. No matter how little money she 
may have, she thinks of her personal appearance as one 
of the talents she has been given. The deaconess garb 
has a charm ofits own, and its wearer is always well 
dressed. The rest of us need to take a little thought 
for raiment so that we may-always be dressed as suit- 
ably and inexpensively as possible. 

One of the fashion magazines recently carried some 
excellent advice for the woman who wants to dress 
attractively on a limited budget. 

She was urged to choose a basic color for her ward- 
robe, and select accessories that will harmonize. One 
woman used black, wine and grey in various com- 
binations. Another chose brown, with beige, gold and 
blue-green. A third used a basic costume of black and 
achieved the effect of a much larger wardrobe than she 
had by interchanging red, green and white accessories. 

When money must be considered in choosing clothes, 
it is also important to avoid extreme styles that will be 
short-lived. A dress that will be good for several 
seasons is a much greater bargain than one that will 
be “out” next year. 

It is entirely possible to get clothes that will “do 
things” for you in the low-price brackets. 

A woman can dress well without spending a fortune 
or frequenting shops that she suspects of overworking 
or underpaying its employees. Nor need she buy goods 
which she suspects of being made under unfair labor 
conditions. 

By using her head, she can improve her appearance 
without hurting her conscience a bit. 

We are pre-supposing, of course, that she already 
possesses a measure of Christian charm. The basic 
color of her personality is already set. People know 
pretty well what to expect of her. They know what her 
abilities are, and how she can be depended on to use 
them. Yet her conduct, like her wardrobe, reveals 
from day to day unexpected variations that are at- 
tractive and in harmony with the general pattern of her 
character. 

Nor does she go to extremes in the matter of conduct 
any more than in the matter of clothes. Her manners 
have the same “classic” quality as her wardrobe. Kind- 
ness, good humor and poise, are always in good taste, 
no matter what may be the fad of the day. 

There are, here and there, women to whom clothes 
mean nothing. The rest of us put on our thinking caps 
and try to find clothes that are becoming and inex- 
pensive, that are made and sold under fair labor con- 
ditions, and that help “perk up” our personalities. 
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A Moral Issue 


Mrs. Lathrop and Her Son Consider Hatreds 


THIS AFTERNOON I was sewing when Mark came home 
from school. He came slowly up the stairs and stood 
in the doorway of the sewingroom. “Hello, there,” I 
said brightly, “home already?” 

“Veah.” 

“Well, what do you know that you didn’t know be- 
fore?” I asked, according to our usual formula. 

“Nothing much,” he replied, swinging his books on 
the end of their strap. 

“How discouraging!” I exclaimed. “Here I deprive 
myself of the presence of my favorite son all day and 
he knows nothing when he comes home. Dear me!” 

He was not amused. Apparently his only interest in 
life lay in seeing how exactly he could swing his books, 
first into the room, then out into the hall wtihout hitting 
the doorjamb. I knew he might have something im- 
portant on his mind. Sometimes it shows itself in just 
such a fashion. On the other hand, he might be just 
as absorbed in this mechanical game as he appeared to 
be. In either case, it would do no good to ask questions. 

“T surely do appreciate this sewing shelf you made 
me for Christmas, Mark,” I said, dropping the banter- 
ing tone. “It is much more convenient to have my 
needles and things right where I can reach them with- 
out fishing around in a basket.” 

Then it came. Still swinging the books, he came over 
where he could look right at me. “Mother, may I hate 
Hitler?” 

I looked down at my sewing and took a stitch or two 
before I tried to answer. The very form of the question 
from self-reliant Mark showed how important it was. 

When I was sure that I had full control of my facial 
expression, I looked up. “Do you really want to hate 
Hitler?” I asked. 

“Well,—aw, I—Well, the fellows say you have to hate 
Hitler or you’re not a good American. You and dad 
tell me not to hate anyone because it’s not Christian. 
But Tommy says hating Hitler doesn’t count. He says 
he hates Hitler, all right.” 

“He does? What does he do about it?” 

“Well, he makes faces and says things like, ‘Blah! 
What I’d do to that guy!’ Then he tells what he would 
do and—. Well, it sounds silly, but it’s neat!” 

_ I took a few more stitches and breathed a sigh of 
thankfulness that Mark had opened this conversation 
at a time when I had sewing in my hands. 

“Does that hurt Hitler, or make him change his 
plans?” I asked. 

“No-o-o. But—.” 

“And does it make Tommy feel good inside?” 

He squirmed. 

“You know how you feel when you have done some- 
thing kind. Does Tommy feel like that when he plays 
this new game?” 

“I don’t know,” said Mark, in the tone that means 
that he knows but doesn’t want to admit I have made 
a point. 

“You see, Mark, it might be a good idea to hate Hitler, 
if in that way we could change him. But hating can 
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only change us. You don’t really want to feel the way 
the boys look when they are talking about Hitler, do 
you?” 

“I don’t know,” he said again, beginning to swing his 
books from one side of the sewing machine to the other. 


I could see my argument didn’t click. I tried again. 


“You don’t have to ask me if you may hate anyone, 
you know. You have to make up your own mind about 
things like that. Perhaps you have to have one good 
case of hate to inoculate you for the rest of your life.” 

“What do you mean, ‘inoculate’ me?” he asked, halt- 
ing the books in mid-air. 

“Just that. I couldn’t keep you from getting chicken- 
pox because I had had it. Now you have had it you 
won't get it again. Perhaps hating is the same way. 
You have to have it and get it over. You can’t escape 
just because I once did a very thorough job of it.” 

“You did? You mean you really hated someone? 
Like the fellows hate Hitler?” 

“Exactly. When I was a girl I hated the Kaiser. My 
friends would have thought I wasn’t a good American 
if I hadn’t. Besides I wanted to, or thought I did.” 

“The Kaiser? Who was he?” 

“Then I thought he was a monster who was making 
the poor Germans kill Belgian women and children. 
Now I think of him as a forlorn old man who wanted 
the wrong things from life. 

“Tt is a funny thing, Mark, but when once you learn 
to feel sorry for someone you used to hate, you can 
never do it wholeheartedly again.” 

He laughed, then sobered quickly. 

“Tt sounds all right when you talk like that, but what 
shall I tell the fellows? Tommy is waiting for me.” 

“Don’t say anything. Find another game that is more 
fun and they will want to play. Come on, I’ll show you 
how to handle Tommy.” 

At the foot of the steps I greeted our visitor and led 
the way to the kitchen and the cookie jar. 

“These are good!” said Tommy with his mouth full. 

“Aren’t they?” I agreed. “Poor old Hitler. Bet he’d 
like to have one!” 

They began to laugh. “Poor old Hitler can’t have 
any ginger cakes!” Still laughing, they filled their 
pockets and ran to get their sleds. 


Naughty 
Nora’s 
Nonsense 


“THE PILLARS” of a church 
may be 

Both dignified and solemn. 

When they pass the offer- 
ing plate, 

They add to the credit 
“column.” 


TONS 


i, 
NAUGHTY NORA 
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See SG. fences 


The kingdom of God is within you. Luke 17: 21 


“TI sent my soul through the invisible, 

Some letter of that after-life to spell; 

And by and by my soul returned to me 

And answered, ‘I myself am heaven and hell.’” 
—Rubaiyat of Omar Khayam. 


* * * 


With the heart man believeth unto righteousness. 


Romans 10: 10 
“Measure men around the heart.’—Old Proverb. 


* * * 


Train up a child in the way he should go, and even 


when he is old he will not depart from it. 
Proverbs 22: 6 


‘Tis education forms the common mind; 
Just as the twig is bent the tree’s inclined.”—Pope. 


Be not conformed to this world: but ye be trans- 
formed by the renewing of your mind. Romans 12: 2 


“Talk not of custom—'tis the coward’s plea.” 
—Charles Churchill. 


But he knoweth the way that I take; when he hath 
tried me, I shall come forth as gold. Job 23: 10 


“He knows, He knows, 
And tempers every wind that blows.” 


For God will bring every work into judgment, with 
every hidden thing, whether it be good or whether it 


be evil. Ecclesiastes 12: 14 


“The glory of our life below 
Comes not from what we do, or what we know, 
But dwells for ever more in what we are.” 


* * * 


Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in 
the power of his might. Ephesians 6: 10 


“Strong in the Lord of hosts, 
And in His mighty power, 
The man who in the Saviour trusts 
Is more than conqueror.”—Charles Wesley. 


THE LUTHERAN © 


and Ore ey 


Russell Conwell’s famous lecture, “Acres of Dia- — 
monds,” pictures a man who traveled the world over 
seeking diamonds and finally found them in abundance 
beneath the acres of his own home farm. The “true 
riches” are to be found not only “over there” in the 
realms of the “many mansions” promised, but here and 
now in “the riches of grace in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 


From the bursting heart of Nature, the volcano sends 
forth its flames and lava. So from the depths of the 
human soul, aflame with love and spiritual fire, there 
leap heavenward in faith and earthward in righteous- 
ness the expressions of the bursting life within. 


A little twig in our yard, from a tree of fine variety, — 
was crooked and unpromising. Straightened and splint- 
ered, dug around and watered, it is now growing into a 
shapely tree. That ungainly child of yours, unpromising, 
growing perhaps into crookedness, may be straightened 
out by care, and trained into a God-fearing character. 


Clay may remain conformed to its dirty surroundings 
or be transformed into the beauty of a sapphire; sand 
may remain like the myriad grains beside it or be trans- 
formed into the radiance of an opal; soot may be trans- 
formed into the glory of a diamond; water into the finy 
stars of snow. Do not say you must remain what you 
are. “Be not conformed” to environment, custom, habit, 
or to your old selfish self; “but be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind,” and by the regenerating 
power of God’s Spirit and grace. 


The soldier of Japan welcomes death for his country. 
Suicide squads sacrifice themselves in patriotic zeal. 
With no less devotion the early Christians laid down 
their lives in holy martyrdom. Through fiery trials is 
proven the true mettle and metal of the soul. In the 
testing, what satisfaction to know that the gold of char- 
acter emerges from the burning, and that the God of 
grace understands and sustains. 


A prominent churchman was lauded for bringing home 
from time to time certain “orphans”; but later his un- 
suspecting wife discovered that they were his own 
illegitimate children. Such a sin may not be yours, but 
yours is some other, and Jesus said, “Let him that is 
without sin cast the first stone!” God, the all-wise, knows 
and will bring into judgment not only “every work” 
but “every hidden thing, whether it be good or evil.” 


In this January “Reader’s Digest,” Roger William Riis 
raises the question: “How can we defeat the destructive 
dynamic of Nazism and Communism unless we employ 
the constructive dynamics of the spirit?” Is it not true 
that the democracies, nominally Christian, have the 
patriotic “dynamics of the spirit” but lack the dynamics 
of the Holy Spirit? Visit the Federal projects busied in 
preparation for national defense and note the lack of 
Sabbath observance. 
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Worth While 


In HER charming little book in the “What is Worth 
While Series” Dr. Anna Robertson Brown asserts that 
only those things are worth while in this world which 
ean be carried over and used in the world to come. On 
this basis she suggests the following as “worth while”: 


Wisdom in the use of time: “It is with time we pur- 
chase everything that life has of good—and make our- 
selves competent for eternity. The question is not, How 
much time have we?—for each day each of us has ex- 
actly the same amount: we have all there is. The ques- 
tion is, What shall we do with it?” 


Work: “There can be no happy life without strenuous, 
unremitting work in it.” As to what work should engage 
us, three questions should we ask: “Is it legitimate? Is it 
individual? Is it vital?” “If it conflicts with any present 
known duty, it is not legitimate. If it is a work that does 
not belong to me particularly, it is not individual. If it 
is of no eternal moment, either in strengthening my own 
character, inspiring others, or helping the world, it is 
not vital.” 


Happiness: “What is happiness? Is it a question of 


_sun, or of kind words—or of success in some trifle of 


thy business? Do they satisfy thine immortal soul? Not 
so! Thou art happy when.thou hast done thy duty, be 
the skies dark or fair; be men kind or unkind, just or 
base—when thou hast been brave, helpful, and, above 
all, uncomplaining of thy lot.” 


Friendship: “To have a friend is to have one of the 
sweetest gifts that life can bring; to be a friend is to 


have a solemn and tender education of soul from day to 


day. A friend gives us confidence, makes us outdo our- 
selves.” “In the eternal life we may make new friends. 
But can those radiant, perfect, and glorified ones ever 
be quite so near and dear to us as those more human 
souls that we have known when they, like ourselves, 
were but struggling, aspiring, and suffering mortals?” 


Sorrow: “Let us not be afraid of sorrow, for when 
grasped firmly like the nettle, it never stings.” “The 
life that has spurned the lesson of sorrow, or failed to 
read it aright, is cold and hard; but the life that has 
been disciplined by sorrow is courageous, and full of 
gentle and holy love—sorrow is not given to us alone 


that we may mourn. It is given us, that, having felt, suf- 


fered, wept, we may be able to understand, love, bless.” 


Faith: “Christian faith holds the key to the blessed- 
ness of the eternal life... . Serene, unquenchable faith 


_ in the loving-kindness of God, the wisdom of Providence, 


the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and the redeeming love 
of Christ, will enable us to look fearlessly toward the 
end of the temporal existence and the beginning of the 


eternal, and will make it possible for us to live our lives 


effectively, grandly!” 


Not Worth While 


THERE should be discarded as not “worth while” all 
that cumbers our lives and hinders us from gaining that 
which may be ours for ten thousand times ten thousand 
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years. Among the things to be discarded, Dr. Anna R. 
Brown suggests the following: 


Pretence: “In the clear light of eternity the false selves 
that we have wrought about us like a garment will 
shrivel and fall away.” “Nothing gives such upright 
dignity of mien as the consciousness, I am what I pretend 
to be. About me there is no make-believe.” 


Worry: “The eternal life is serene. It is not care-worn, 
nor knows it any foreboding of future ill.” “Only the 
serene soul is strong. Every moment of worry weakens 
the soul. Worry is spiritual near-sightedness, a fumbling 
way of looking at little things and of magnifying their 
values.” 


Discontent: In heaven, “how trivial would sound the 
complainings of our harassed days! In its songs of praise 
how our frettings would be overborne.” “Let us say, 
God put me among these scenes, these people, these op- 
portunities, these duties. ... This is the place in which 
He means me to be.” Carlyle says, “The situation that 
has not its duty, its ideals, was never yet occupied by 
man.” 


Self-seeking: “In the eternal life there is no greed. 
One hears of neither ‘mine’ nor ‘thine’.” “As the waters 
fled away from Tantalus, so do the good things of life 
flee from the grasping and selfish spirit.” , 


Much in Little 


“Tr Is not growing like a tree 
In bulk, doth make man better be, 
Or standing long an oak, three hundred year, 
To fall a log at last, dry, bald, and sear. 
A lily of a day 
Is fairer far, in May, 
Although it fall and die that night; 
It was the plant and flower of light! 
In small proportions we just beauties see: 
And in short measures life may perfect be.” 
—Ben Jonson. 


Gold in the Ground 


WHEN gold-diggers rushed to California or the Klon- 
dike, no sacrifice was too great. The yellow metal has 
had a peculiar attraction down through the ages, and 
has been until recently the standard of values. In view 
of the mining and minting and evaluing as money, why 
has it been buried in huge quantities within under- 
ground vaults in Kentucky? Ask the government ex- 
perts. You and I have hidden gold, latent possibilities 
that lie buried within us. Our natural ability and our 
good resolutions have no value save as they are dug out, 
minted into character, stamped with Christ’s likeness, 
and sent out to serve. Why hoard your talents? Put 
them into circulation. 


The suggestions in the four columns of these two 
facing pages are presented for study and meditation by 
J. William McCauley, D.D., Salem, Virginia. 
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eACROSS THE ‘DESK 


Tue LuTHERAN found itself unable to wax eloquent in 
praise of the Lutheran congregations on the basis of 
what has so far been received to support the missions 
orphaned by the war in Europe. To ask that about 
2,000,000 communing members give an average of half 
a cent per week and fail to get that triflng amount for a 
so obviously sacred cause is not a comfortable experi- 
ence. The expression of the committee’s expectation, 
that 1941 will see $368,000 added to the $132,000 now 
given, is comforting but not satisfying. Some people are 
saying we do not know how to ask for money. It is more 
accurate to comment that we do not know how to give. 
That divine declaration—“It is more blessed to give than 
to receive”—is something to tell with unction, but ap- 
parently it is not given self-application. 

We hope our “feeling” about the world-made crisis 
in Christian work is just a hunch and not a logical con- 
clusion relative to a call from God. If we dared to cite 
circumstances, we could see no escape from the conclu- 
sion that our fellow believers in America have ears but 
they do not use them. 

And what happened: the first really serious and large 
commitment has so far failed to win the reception and 
response that the situation deserves. And what will 
happen if we do not obey God in this situation? Will 
our Lord find it necessary to call on some other means 
of relief? 

DELAYED ACTION 

WE conFEss without a vestige of apology that part of 
our early education gave us familiarity with McGuffey’s 
“Readers” and with what we still hear referred to as 
“copybook maxims.” In our efforts to acquire a Spen- 
cerian style of penmanship we wrote laboriously and 
repeatedly, line by line, that “virtue has its own re- 
ward,” that “good trees produce good fruits,” and that 
“industry is crowned with success.” Truth requires one 
to admit that penmanship and realization of these max- 
ims were not inseparable. One of the most consistent 
practitioners of those old-fashioned truths wrote in such 
a manner as often to be unreadable by himself. 

But of one of those copybook maxims we are at times 
seriously reminded; it is the one that reads: “Procras- 
tination is the thief of time.” In a more Anglo-Saxon 
form it reads: “Never put off until tomorrow what you 
can do today.” And figuratively the same thought is 
stated in the words: “Opportunity knocks only once at 
the door of performance.” 

What led us to recall these aged pronouncements was 
the statement in the report of receipts of money for the 
support or orphaned missions, “that more will be re- 
ceived in 1941.” We deem it likely that this will occur, 
but it will be at the expense of opportunities and ob- 
ligations that are of this year’s origin and should not be 
postponed in order to perform tasks assigned us in 1940. 

We refer once more to what we have inelegantly 
termed “a hunch.” We cannot free ourselves of the 
feeling that the need of American support for war-in- 
terrupted evangelism is of the kind illustrated in an in- 
dividual way by our Lord in the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. The plight of the victim of thieves should 
have aroused the interest and gained the ministry of the 
Pharisee and the Levite. When they failed to perform 
their duty, they were worse off than the one robbed. 


A DESERVED CORRECTION 
Tur Rev. Louie D. Newton, D.D., in the January 9 
issue of the Baptist journal, The Watchman Examiner, 
very properly denied the verity of a statement eredited 
by the New York Herald Tribune to Michael F. Walsh, 
speaking at a breakfast of Notre Dame Alumni. The 
published account charged Mr. Walsh with stating: 


“Protestantism as a Christian influence is almost dead. . . . 
The future of America and of Christian civilization depends 
upon Catholic college graduates.” The New York Herald 
Tribune of December 9, 1940, quotes Mr. Walsh further to 
this effect: 

“On my way here this morning, I saw two little girls en- 
tering a Protestant church. . . . But isn’t it sad to realize 
how few of them do go? No matter how much we may de- 
plore it, it is true that Protestantism as a Christian force has. 
lost its influence in this country. Protestantism as a Christian 
influence is almost dead. The Protestants don’t like us to 
say it, and we wish we didn’t have to say it. We have lost 
the benefit of the Protestant Christian heritage which was. 
brought here, and which has gradually dwindled.” 


By way of correcting Mr. Walsh, who was addressing 
alumni of Notre Dame College, Dr. Newton cited the 
statistics in reach of anyone who will consult the World - 
Almanac of last year. We quote him as follows: 


“On page 847 of The World Almanac, 1940, appears the 
church membership of the chief denominations of the United 
States, by states, showing a comparison in the membership 
as between 1916 and 1926, with certain additional facts dating. 
back as far as 1906, and memberships of these various de- 
nominations as estimated from reports through 1938. The: 
total membership of the Roman Catholics in the United 
States in 1926 was 18,605,003. In 1916, the figure was 
15,721,815. In 1938, it was estimated that there were 
15,492,016 Roman Catholics. 

“The total membership of Methodists in the United States. 
in 1926 was 8,033,957, and in 1916 the figure was 7,166,451. 
In 1926, there were 8,246,266 Baptists, and in 1916 the figure 
was 7,153,313. In 1926, there were 3,939,168 Lutherans, and 
in 1916 the figure was 2,467,516. In 1938, it was estimated 
that there were 32,940,965 Protestants in the United States. 

“I should add that the estimated memberships of 1938: 
include only persons thirteen years of age or over. That 
probably accounts for some of the apparent loss in the Cath- 
olic membership in 1938 as compared with 1926.” 


Mr. Walsh’s remarks also found their way into the 
Christian Century and led him to write a denial of the 
Herald Tribune’s statement for publication in the Chris- 
tian Century. We quote his communication in part: 


“SIR: A copy of page 1606 of The Christian Century for 
December 25 has been forwarded to me. Under the title, 
‘How About a Little Co-operation?’ I am charged with 
having said, ‘Protestantism is dead.’ I never made such a 
statement! I never asserted, ‘The responsibility for doing all 
that can be done in the name of religion rests solely upon 
Catholics. Protestantism as a moral or spiritual force is 
dead.’ Nor did I ever say anything equivalent to it. The 
activities of Protestantism with its millions of earnest, sin- 
cere members, purely religious, charitable, missionary, edu- 
cational, are so evident to anyone that the statement is 
fantastic. I am a member of the cabinet of the governor of 
the State of New York, composed of Protestants, Jews and 
Catholics. I have, conservatively, hundreds of close Prot- 
estant friends. Such a statement by me would make me 
ridiculous.” 


Small wonder that our missionaries get 
attached to Indian children with 
faces like this lad’s. 


India’s holy men are austere, poor and 
proud. They hold countless lives in 
the bondage of fear. 


Street entertainers. The 
monkey master doesn’t like 
this monkey business of the 
candid camera much. 


Indians loved both the mis- 
sionary and his mount. Senior 
Missionary L. L. Uhl astride 
Nizan (ruler). 


In terio, 


Sample of the way the Indian Christians 
decorate their church interiors for : 


Festoons and strings of pen- festival: occasions. 


nants will decorate many mis- 
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essions will play a large part in the celebrations of the 100th anniversary. 
East meets West in its love of a parade. 


MISSION MEMORABLES 


1942 promises to be an unusually significant 
year in the United Lutheran Church in America. 
Two major anniversaries come in that year: the 
one hundredth of the beginning of our Foreign 
Mission endeavor by the Reverend Christian 
Frederich Heyer, M.D., and the two hundredth of 
the arrival here of American Lutheranism’s patri- 
arch, the Reverend Henry Melchior Muhlenberg. 

Both in India and America plans are rounding 
out nicely for the Heyer centennial. Scores of 
Indian Christians are giving one hundred coins of 
an amount fitting their ability to their anniver- 
sary fund. The Board of Foreign Missions is 
appealing to our Sunday schools this month for 
an anniversary preparation fund of $16,000 which 
will enable the mission to cancel its debt, make 
repairs and set up a budget for the celebration 
itself. 

The Women’s Missionary Society is gathering 
an anniversary fund of $50,000 and the general 
Church will seek a like amount in Foreign Mis- 
sion Time, 1942. Part of the hundred thousand 
dollar total will be used for new buildings, but 
the major portion will be devoted to extending to 
capacity the evangelistic, educational and med- 
ical services. 


Hungry faces turned . , A characteristic low caste congregation. | 
upward to the preacher ¥ groups like this the grace of the Lord Jesu 
of “good news.’ oO is regularly performing miracles. 


Professor John B. William of 
Andhra College. whose father 

was the first pastor of St. | 
Paul’s, Rajahmundry. 


Mission boys at work in an industrial school. Our Missionary and Bible woman on, tour — 
missionaries try to give boys and girls a whole with a tent. Their making camp in the — 
chance at life. rural districts is a welcome sight 

to the natives. 
Aja 
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Important Recommendations 


The Board of Social Missions Lays Emphasis on Evangelism and Gives 
Consideration to War Problems 


By SECRETARY C. FRANKLIN Kocn, D.D. 


AT ITs recent annual meeting, held December 12, 1940, 
the Board of Social Missions reviewed its work for the 
past year and planned for the new. It was unanimously 
agreed that the aggressive work in Evangelism, with 
emphasis on lay participation, should be continued; also 
that synodical and congregational appreciation and 
utilization of the Inner Mission opportunities which con- 
front the Church with their stark demands for Christian 
merciful service be encouraged. 

To make its work more effective the Board recom- 
mitted for further study its work among the handi- 
capped, the number and nature of whom the Committee 
on Study and Research is attempting to secure from the 
pastors. The necessity for the Church’s participation in 
providing “alternative service” for conscientious ob- 
jectors was referred to the Department of Social Action 
for further study. The Board approved the plan of this 
department for enlisting volunteer research students to 
delve into social problems and report their findings to 
the Board for release to the Church. 

To its regret the Board lost the services of two of its 
active members: the Rev. Charles B. Foelsch, Ph.D., 
the dynamic head of the Department of Evangelism, 
under whose leadership much of the program in Evan- 
gelism was created, who resigned to accept a place on 
the Executive Board of the Church; and Mr. Harry E. 
Isenhour, who resigned to accept a place on the Board 
of American Missions. The Rev. E. A. Sievert, for 
twenty years secretary for Immigrant and Seaman’s 
Work, because of increased duties as Superintendent of 
Kinderfruend, Jersey City, tendered his resignation, 
effective December 31, 1940. This was accepted with 
regret and sincere appreciation for devoted service. 


Recommendations Adopted 


To the constituent synods of the United Lutheran Church 
in America that they make a part of the work of their Social 
Missions Committees the annual visitation of all Inner Mis- 
sion Institutions and Agencies supported by their respective 
synods, and report back their findings to the synods. 


That in accordance with Christian teachings we appeal to 
our pastors and congregations to cultivate in every possible 
way the will to peace with the view to a speedy cessation 
of the hostilities which involve the world in colossal calam- 
ities. This calls for devotion to the highest ideals of human 
brotherhood, the creation of enlightened and determined 
public opinion with respect to peace, and the maintenance 
of the fundamental principles of freedom and democracy. 


That we encourage our churches to support the national 
defense effort: (a) by instruction in Christian citizenship; 
(b) by seeking to strengthen the faith of men in the ideals 
of democracy; (c) by upholding the principle of freedom of 
conscience; (d) by demanding the protection of all civil 
liberties; (e) by opposing race or class prejudice; (f) by 
protesting against war profiteering and all self-seeking; and 
(g) by giving encouragement to every community enterprise 
that contributes to respect for law and love of country. 


: 


That we urge our people to come with all haste to the 
rescue of the millions of victims of war in Europe and Asia 
by self-sacrificing support of the appeal of the Lutheran 
World Action and by such other measures as may aid in 
the alleviation of human suffering without feeding aggres- 
sive war machines. 


That all appeals for counsel and assistance arising under 
the Selective Training and Service Act of 1940 be handled 
by a committee composed of the president of the Board, 
the executive secretary, and the chairman of the Depart- 
ment of Social Action who shall have power to enlist coun- 
selors to render the necessary aid in all such appeals, with 
the understanding that this does not involve the Board in 
any financial obligations. 


As a result of the election, the officers for the coming 
biennium are: President, Carl M. Distler, Esq. vice- 
president, G. H. Bechtold, D.D.; secretary, G. Morris 
Smith, D.D.; treasurer, Carl H. Lammers. Directors, in 
addition to the four officers, Frank M. Urich, D.D., the 
Rev. Harold S. Miller, and Mr. Thomas P. Hickman. 


“NOBODY’S SPECIAL FIELD” 


Caw the words, “Nobody’s Special Field,” be applied 
properly to the city and county jails which dot our land? 
In how many of them are arrangements made by the 
authorities, or even by the churches in the community 
for regular Sunday services? How many congregations 
have a committee, or have delegated to the Social or 
Inner Missions Committee of the congregation the re- 
sponsibility for aiding in providing services for the in- 
mates of our jails? Oh, yes! They are “our jails,” for 
they are as much a part of our communities as the fac- 
tories, or stores, or parks. Perhaps as citizens we are 
not so proud of them, we do not show them off to vis- 
itors, but they are there. “A necessary evil,” we may 
be inclined to call them. 

Jesus said, “I was in prison and you came unto me.” 
Can the prisoners say that of His followers today? Yet 
Jesus made such jail visitation one of the standards of 
judgment for entering the Kingdom. Judged on that 
basis will not the condemnation of too many of us be, 
“Depart from me—I never knew you”? 

You men who are crying out for activities in which 
your people may engage might do well to make out of 
what is now too often “Nobody’s special field,” a field 
for your congregation to cultivate. It will require pa- 
tience and forethought, sympathy and love, persever- 
ance and courage. Above all, it will require the grace 
of God in the hearts of those who work, but the reward 
should be greater than all the toil and hardship. 

C. FRANKLIN Kocnu, Executive Secretary, 
U. L. C. A. Board of Social Missions 
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Aloof From Every Evil 


A Christian Has Personal Duty Regarding All Forms of Sin 
By D. BURT SMITH 


Habakkuk 2:15; Genesis 4: 9-12; Mark 9: 42-48; I Thessalonians 5: 22 
Sunday School Lesson for February 2 


Tue six words from Paul’s letter to 
the Thessalonians—“Abstain from all 
appearance of evil,” or ‘Hold your- 
selves aloof from every form of evil”’— 
are the golden text of the lesson. If 
we could live up to this we would have 
no temperance problem, and many 
other troublesome and costly problems 
would be non-existent. Sin’s various 
forms tempt us, and whenever we yield, 
there is consequent hurt for us or for 
those we should be serving, or at least 
not hindering. Temperance is usually 
interpreted as teetotalism, and intem- 
perance as favoring and drinking alco- 
holic beverages; but the advocates of 
liquor as essential to health and 
strength and social standing, contend 
that temperance can mean nothing more 
than moderation in drinking, a kind of 
anything short of war restriction. To 
make this advocated attitude toward 
strong drink effective, the liquor inter- 
ests make it appear that not to drink 
at all is a social error, if not a danger 
to health and a threat to skillful work. 

This lesson emphasizes the respon- 
sibility of the individual to have a strict 
regard for the rights and privileges of 
persons, families, and nations. It is a 
timely lesson, for the evidence is that 
many forms of evil are tolerated, wel- 
comed, and cultivated. 


National 

The first verse of this lesson tells one 
of five curses justly pronounced on 
Chaldea for its injustice to other na- 
tions. It was a ruthless, self-seeking, 
truth-disregarding, dictator-type of na- 
tion. The rights of others were spurned 
as they squeezed the very life out of 
them. Such a principle as equality was 
unrecognized. To boost self took pre- 
cedence in thought and act. Their vic- 
tims were as helpless as drunken men, 
and were treated as such. But the 
Chaldeans caused this sad, weakened 
state of Israel. It was as though a man 
was forced to drink from the bottle 
held to his lips, so that in his drunken 
state he could be further victimized by 
abuse and theft, and be brought to 
miserable helplessness. 

No better illustration can be found 
of the way of dictator nations with 
other nations than this. If Chaldea de- 
served the denunciation of God’s 
prophet, what are we to think of their 
successors in ruthless crime? Where 
must we classify certain nations that 
have but one urge—to rule the world, 


not for the general welfare but for the 
very antithesis of freedom and liberty? 


Family 

Selfishness destroys respect for re- 
sponsibility. It cuts across family ties 
and tramples the life out of domestic 
tranquility. It exalts personal desires 
above the general good. It cannot en- 
dure the success of others, even mem- 
bers of the family. It makes Cain the 
enemy of Abel, a fruit of jealousy. 

This way of life grows contrary to 
God’s purposes. It looks toward a 
world of complete servitude to self on 
the part of all others. It cultivates 
hatred of all who are respected and 
recognized and lauded for achievement 
and standing. Cain thought this through 
about Abel. He let hatred breed mur- 
der in his heart and urge his mind to 
plan how to do away with Abel. Cain’s 
heartless deed was not different from 
any act of man since that deliberately 
harms another. It has the same impli- 
cations as any scheme that disrupts a 
family. It shows the extreme result of 
ignoring responsibility for the rights of 
others. For Cain it meant a murder 
which could not be concealed; for us 
it may mean a crime that leaves the 
sufferer to his fate. 

Knowingly to persuade another to 
drink, or make it possible for him tc 
do so, whether for social reasons or as 
a matter of profit in business, shows 
the same disregard for him or his place 
in the family as was manifest in Cain’s 
dealing with Abel. God heard, and 
would not ignore the voice of Abel’s 
blood crying to Him from the ground. 
Is God’s ear tuned to respond to the 
cries of a life hindered, hampered, 
harmed, perhaps made hopeless by 
beverage alcohol? Maybe whoever is a 
sharer in the cause of the sad state of 
the indulger in beverage alcohol is 
questioned by God and by Him referred 
to as “a fugitive and vagabond.” 


Individual 


Finally, in all matters of the conse- 
quences of sinning, the individual is 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
January 27 to February 2 
M. bel a Pe Neighbor Drink. Habakkuk 2: 
15- 


dee Evgiy Man His Brother’s Keeper. Genesis 


W. Causing Others to Stumble. Mark 9: 38-42. 

Th. Abstaining from Every Evil. I Thessa- 
lonians 5: 22-24. 

F. Destroyed by Wine. Isaiah 5: 8-13. 

Sat. When a Leader Staggers. Isaiah 28: 5-10. 

S. Warning the Wicked. Ezekiel 3: 16-21. 
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put forth as responsible for his own 
state, and, even worse than this, for the 
sufferings of others, brought on by his 
example to them in evil doings. To put 
any opportunity for sin before another 
cannot be excused on the ground that 
everybody should have the moral cour- 
age and backbone to resist anything 
that might harm them. Human nature 
is not as strong as that. One man may 
discard all that offends him and feel re- 
sponsible for safeguarding others from 
exposure to sin’s ways, but hundreds 
more fail in this personal responsibility 
because of weakness. 

Nothing in itself is precious enough, 
or essential enough, to justify clinging 
to it at the expense of what is vital to 
health and moral and religious stand- 
ing. No companionship is of such worth 
that it must be retained when its way 
with us is dangerous, and may be 
deadly. No business can justify its con- 
tinuance ifit must thrive on the price 
it extorts from others, while giving 
them in return what can in no way 
provide them ultimate benefit. Not one 
of us can refuse to keep aloof from 
every form of evil and hope to escape 
the fruits of evil. 


FOR LEADERS OF | 
BEGINNERS 


HeRE are some questions that will 
help you to evaluate your teaching. 
(Mark a cross [X] after the questions 
you would like to know more about.) 

1. Why do little children act as they 
do? ... 2. How should a beginner de- 
partment be organized? ... 3. How 
should a beginner department be 
equipped? . . . 4. What should be in- 
cluded in a session’s program? .. . 5. 
What does it mean to follow the pupils’ 
lead? . . . 6. How can the children’s 
experiences become a part of the les- 
son? ... 7. What are some ways to 
guide a conversation? .. . 8. How can 
stories, pictures, and music be used? .. . 
9. What is meant by dramatic play with 
children? . . . 10. What kind of hand- 
work is valuable? . . . 11. What mate- 
rials should be used in worship? .. . 
12. How can informal worship experi- 
ences be developed? . . . 13. What les- 
son and source materials are available? 
. . . 14. How can assistants be taught 
to help? .. . 15. How can co-operation 
be secured between parents and teach- 
CESP\s ees 

Answers to these and other questions 
pertaining to the beginner department 
of the Sunday school, weekday school, 
or The Children of the Church are 
found in the pamphlet, “Methods for 
the Leaders of Beginner Children,” by 
Sister Esther Bunge. The United Lu- 
theran Publication House, Philadelphia, 
Pa. 20 cents a copy. M. E. L. 
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- The Young ‘People 


By Amos JOHN TRAvER, D.D., Frederick, Md. 


HOME BUILDERS 
The Case for Chastity 
I Thessalonians 4: 3-8 


Tue word chastity comes from a 


’ French stem meaning pure. Cleanness 


is a synonym. Simplicity, in its finer 
sense, is closely related. To be pure 
and chaste is to be like a metal, with- 
out alloy. Paul said, “This one thing I 
do,” and thus centered his life so com- 
pletely in Christ that there was no 
room for anything that would adulter- 
ate his loyalty. Chastity is essential to 
the life that centers itself on the high- 
est purpose in living. It has an essen- 
tial place in Christian character. 

Chastity has a special relationship to 
the building of a wholesome Christian 
home life. If we think of its opposite, 
we think in the terms of the beasts of 
the fields. Chastity becomes essential 
if we are to be above the animals, which 
have no other higher purpose in family 
relationships than the satisfaction of 
bodily desires. Impurity is the enemy 
of all that is holy, all that is happy, in 
the home. It is selfish, temporary, fleet- 
ing, inconstant. 

The American home is one of our 
major social problems. All students of 
modern life agree that it must be 
solved if American institutions worth 
saving are to be preserved. The schools 
are discovering that the home is essen- 
tial to success in education. The church 
is laying new emphasis on instruction 
in home building. Everywhere it is 
being recognized that something must 
be done about the home. 


Facts to Face 

One out of every five marriages ends 
in divorce. The court record only notes 
a small percentage. of the separations 
without divorce and the larger number 
of unhappy marriages. For the thirteen 
years, 1928-1940, about 3,000,000 mar- 
riages went,on the rocks legally. If 
there were two children to a family, 
there would ‘be 6,000,000 children af- 
fected, or a total of 12,000,000 persons. 
These statistics are taken from “Facing 
Life,” a recent book by the Rev. Dr. 
Clarence Macartney. 

A study of these family troubles 
would lead in a vast majority of cases 
to impurity. It is a by-product of the 
reign of the beast in human life. It is 
not usually recognized as frankly as it 
is to be found in some of our modern 
philosophies. There it is taught that 
bodily desires should be enthroned. 
They affirm that right is entirely a rel- 
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ative term and to want a thing makes 
it right to seek to secure it. Cults of 
the physical are far too popular in mod- 
ern social life. Perhaps credit should 
be given them for cultivating a new 
appreciation of the rules for bodily 
health. But along with those cults that 
maintain a sane and chaste view of man 
and woman relationships go a multitude 
of insidious cults that play to the beast 
in man and feed the fires of his pas- 
sions. With them Christianity can have 
no alliance. 


At a Price 


Not only does impurity strike at the 
happiness of home life, but it exacts its 
price from each one who permits it to 
be the master. Physically it produces 
suffering and often death. Tennyson 
wrote: 


“My good blade carves the casques of 
men, 
My tough lance thrusteth sure; 
My strength is as the strength of ten, 
Because my heart is pure.” 


Accepting the boast of Sir Galahad lit- 
erally, “The impure man is only one- 
tenth of a man.” Any good physician 
will confirm the claim. Good health and 
clean living go together. 

Intellectually, impurity produces dull- 
ness, inability to concentrate, and im- 
paired reasoning power. 

Socially, impurity drives away self- 
respect and in its place comes a morbid 
self-consciousness. He must -despise 
himself. He cannot associate with 
others normally. He becomes either 
over-bold or moody and retiring. His 
ear is keyed to discover hidden un- 
cleanness in conversation. His eye is 
alert to see suggestion in the acts of 
others. His instinct for association with 
others is the instinct of the flock or 
herd, not the innocent desire for good 
fellowship. Only those who are like 
him in his evil heart will keep his com- 
pany willingly or for long. When mar- 
riage comes, he will hold no vow sacred 
that stands in the way of his desire. 

Spiritually, impurity deadens all that 
is good and beautiful and true. There 
is a shrinking from the humble service 
of others. Selfishness rules his life. 
Duty will be avoided, because there 
remains no high standard of manhood. 
God seems too far off to matter. Prayer 
loses its vitality. He may use the pat- 
ter of piety but in his heart he knows 
that God and he have nothing in com- 
mon. He may fool men but he knows 
that he cannot fool God. Whatever 
creed he confesses he lives as though 
there were no God. 


No Neutral Zone 


Jesus insisted that he who is not for 
Him is against Him. This is true in the 
matter of clean thinking and living. A 
person is never half clean, half pure. 
Unchastity is the perversion of endow- 
ments that God gave man. As in all 
the gifts of God, the sin lies in their 
misuse, in the motive that prompts it. 

Those who are fit to build happy 
homes are ruled by love. This is not 
the love so often misrepresented in 
fiction and upon the silver screen. It is 
self-forgetful. It is built on more than 
physical attachment. It seeks to serve, 
to shield from trouble, to share all the 
best life affords. There is no neutral 
zone between love like that and the 
caricature of love drawn by impurity. 

We cannot live happily in a home 
like the Castle of Chillon to which the 
Duke of Savoy took his beautiful bride. 
Above ground it was furnished with all 
the luxuries money could buy; beneath 
were the dungeons in which political 
prisoners like Bonivard faced living 
death in the dampness and the dark. 
Sooner or later the infection will rise 
from evil hearts to destroy every’ sign 
of beauty and happiness. 

The decision must be once and for all 
on this question as to the mastery of 
body or soul in our lives. Impurity 
does not come to its mastery by one 
great choice. It grows in power over a 
man by little acts and thoughts. Just 
as the victim of a drug begins with 
small, almost harmless doses, so does 
impurity find its subtle way to ruler- 
ship in our hearts. We must be alert. 


The Secret of Victory 


John Newton offers in these verses 
the secret of victory over impurity: 


“In evil long I took delight, 
Unawed by shame or fear, 

Till a new object struck my sight, 
And stopped my wild career. 


“IT saw One hanging on a tree, 
In agonies and blood, 
Who fixed His languid eyes on me, 
As near the cross I stood.” 


This vision of the Christ reached 
John Newton, a wastrel, drunken sailor 
on a slave ship, and changed him into 
an earnest preacher and the writer of 
some of our best hymns. The soul con- 
secrated to Christ will overcome 
temptation. It will live not for the de- 
luding pleasures of time, but for the 
unending blessings of eternity. 

* * * * 

To Leavers: Topic date, February 2. 

Next topic, Choosing a Life Partner. 
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‘BOOK ‘REVIEWS 


DOES THE MODERN PAPACY 
REQUIRE A NEW EVALUATION? 


By C. B. Gohdes, Litt.D., Professor 
of History, Capital University, Colum- 


bus, Ohio. Lutheran Literary Board, 
Burlington, Iowa. Pages 263. Price, 
$2.25. 


I knew vaguely of the coming of this 
book before a copy of it for review 
reached my desk. As a member of the 
Lutheran Church who entertains no 
doubt of the truthfulness of evangelical 
doctrines that are our heritage from 
the Reformation, who also has observed 
with growing alarm the intrusions of 
the Catholic hierarchy upon the domain 
of our civic authority, I was encour- 
aged to know that a scholar of high 
reputation and an American devoted 
to preserving the character of our free 
institutions was at work on an analysis 
and portrayal of the Papacy of this 
twentieth century. Now that the vol- 
ume has reached me and has been ex- 
amined, I am prepared to express to its 
author appreciation of its data. 


Misleading Claims 
The curiosity that is excited by the 
query form of the book’s title is satis- 


fied in the first of the book’s nine chap- ~ 


ters. Dr. Gohdes with engaging frank- 
ness cites the factors in the reputation 
of recent popes that are offered as in- 
dications of a type of supreme pontiff 
different in character from that of 
Alexander II, Julius II, or Leo X, whose 
abuses of the holy office brought the 
papacy to a state in which suppression 
by excommunication and martyrdom 
made withdrawal from the Romanist 
domination the only means of preserv- 
ing the Christian Church. Instead of 
directing armies, decorating great 
Italian cathedrals, and bringing the 
traffic in indulgences to the heights of 
supersalesmanship, the more recent 
wearers of the triple crown, it is com- 
monly reported, have used their in- 
fluence “to render obsolete many super- 
stitious practices,’ and “they have en- 
couraged reading the Bible.” Instead 
of excommunication and use of the 
civil power for punishment, they have 
shown moderation toward heretics. The 
same word is applied to describe the 
present Pope’s reluctance to insist upon 
the exercise of his prerogatives as king 
of kings. He has not hurled the terrible 
weapons of excommunication and the 
interdict upon those who have defied 
his authority. On the other hand, he 
has repeatedly issued encyclicals advo- 
cating peace. 

It is this new face, so to speak, that 
has given rise to the query, “Does the 
modern Papacy require a new evalua- 


tion?” Dr. Gohdes’ answer to that query 
stands at the top of page 42, the con- 
cluding page of Chapter I. One reads: 
“The new face of Rome is a mask. The 
old heart is spouting the old lies. Rome 
is, surely, sui generis, in a class by 
itself.” The personal convictions of Dr. 
Gohdes are given in unmistakable terms 
on this same page, the final paragraph 
of which reads: “What a difference be- 
tween the self-styled vicegerent of 
Christ and the vicegerent appointed by 
God—the Holy Spirit! The latter ef- 
faces Himself so thoroughly as always 
and everywhere to point to Christ, 
whereas the Pope, always and every- 
where, obscures Christ by pointing to 
himself as head of a system outside 
which, he alleges, there is no salvation.” 


Hopes Unsatisfied 

Having indicated the convictions at 
which he has arrived by comparisons 
of present events with past activities 
and policies, Dr. Gohdes in a series of 
eight subjects discusses Chapter II, 
“The*Pope in Politics.” By way of in- 
troducing what he has to say concern- 
ing this phase of the Papacy, he makes 
reference to the confusion in the world 
at the present time and the consequent 
feeling of people that their greatest need 
is to set up someone who has posses- 
sion of authority. It is the hope that 
Vatican City, or rather the man for 
whom Vatican City is the place of 
abode, may re-establish the obedience 
of all Christendom to himself. That 
such is the underlying objective of the 
Papacy is proved by Dr. Gohdes by 
citations from leading Catholics in 
America and elsewhere. 


Papal Infallibility 

Concerning Infallibility, which is such 
a remarkable qualification to ascribe 
to an earthly man, Dr. Gohdes under 
the title, “The Pope’s Constitution and 
Its Workings,” quotes: “‘We teach and 
define that infallibility is a dogma 
divinely revealed; that the Roman 
Pontiff, when he speaks ex cathedra, 
that is, when in discharge of the office 
of pastor and teacher of all Christians, 
by virtue of his supreme Apostolic au- 
thority, he defines a doctrine regarding 
faith or morals to be held by the uni- 
versal Church, is, by the divine assist- 
ance promised him in Blessed Peter, 
possessed of that infallibility with which 
the divine Redeemer willed that His 
Church should be endowed in defining 
doctrine regarding faith or morals; and 
that, therefore, such definitions of the 
Roman pontiff are of themselves, and 
not from the consent of the Church, ir- 
reformable, But if anyone—which may 
God avert—presume to contradict this 
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our definition, let him be anathema.’ 
Such is the Pope’s democracy!” com- 
ments Dr. Gohdes. 

It is, of course, not possible to ex- 
amine each of the nine chapters in de- 
tail. We select from the Table of Con- 
tents and from the pages there cited 
excerpts indicative of the character of 
the book’s assertions. Under the head- 
ing, “How These Theories (of papal 
influence) Have Worked Themselves 
Out,” reference is made to Austria and 
Spain as object lessons of the amount 
of freedom that is enjoyed by countries 
where Catholicism has entire authority. 

Chapter VII of the book is titled “The 
Pope on the Bible.” Dr. Gohdes opens 
his discussion of this subject with the 
citation of paragraphs from a speech 
delivered by the Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Utah on March 19, 1939, in 
Salt Lake City. One reads: “ “The Pope 
is of such lofty and supreme dignity 
that, properly speaking, he has not been 
established in any rank of dignity, but 
rather has been placed upon the very 
summit of all ranks of dignities. 

“Fence the Pope is crowned with a 
triple crown, as king of heaven and of 
earth and of the lower regions.’” 


The Author’s Scholarship 

Dr. Gohdes was born in 1866. Until 
he reached the age of retirement he 
was a full professor in the department 
of history of Capital University, a 
school of high reputation and influence, 
established and conducted until 1930 
by the Joint Synod of Ohio and since 
maintained as one of the educational 
institutions of the American Lutheran 
Church. Dr. Gohdes’ scholarship is that 
which is acquired by men of scholarly 
tastes which years of study and teach- 
ing have undertaken to satisfy. In re- 
cent years he has had a lessened num- 
ber of hours as a professor in the uni- 
versity. 

Intrusions of the hierarchy upon the 
liberties of our American democracy, 
repeated accusations of the failure of 
Protestantism especially in the realm 
of religion, and subtle activities by 
means of partially hidden forms of or- 
ganization to widen and deepen the 
grip of a Catholic minority upon the 
political and industrial institutions of 
the country have been discerned and 
studied by this writer. All his life he 
has been a positivist in his convictions. 
This characteristic is sometimes more 
obvious than would be found in an- 
other writer. Dr. Gohdes is a militant 
defender of Protestant principles. He 
finds in many instances that his cham- 
pionship of evangelical Christianity 
must be in the form of an attack upon 
hierarchical Catholicism. The facts 
which he cites, however, have the back- 
ground of reality and therefore are in- 
dependent of the disposition of the 
writer. Natuan R. MELHORN. 
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OPEN LETTERS 


DR. ELSON DISSENTS 


Dr. Albert Einstein, 
Princeton, N. J. 


Dear Doctor: 

Your statement, as reported some 
time ago, to a body of clergymen and 
others, of your disbelief in a personal 
God, was very ill-considered, if true. 

This nation, founded and built up on 
religious civilization, received you with 
open arms, a refugee from the concen- 
tration camps of the murderous Hitler, 
and gave you a position in a religious 
college. 

Nothing more distasteful or offensive 
could you have said to the great Amer- 
ican church bodies, and were they to 
accept such doctrine, they would all, in 
sheer honesty, have to disband and 
leave this a godless and churchless na- 
tion; and every religious person would 
have to recast and rebuild his life on a 
lower level. 

The merits of the subject cannot be 
discussed here; but suffice it to say that 
without the realities of religion, noth- 
ing we can say or do has any per- 
manent value and the whole course of 
the human race is devoid of any vis- 
ible permanent meaning or purpose. 

We respect your learning, but there 
is one thing you do not seem to have 
learned: That God is a Spirit and can- 
not be found through the telescope or 
the microscope, no more than human 
thought or emotion can be found by 
analyzing the brain. 

As everyone knows, religion is based 
on faith, not knowledge. Every think- 
ing person, perhaps, is assailed at times 
with religious doubt. It seems to bea 
part of the discipline of life; but it is 
usually temporary. The magnetic 
needle that points to the pole may be 
disturbed and sway this way and that 
way, but at length it will find its right- 
ful place and point again to the pole. 
So often with a religious doubter. 

My own faith has wavered more than 
once; but I never told anyone of my 
spiritual aberrations—for two reasons: 
1. I feared I might, by mere suggestion, 
disturb and damage the life and hopes 
of some fellowbeing. 2. Because I agree 
with the noted writer who said, “There 
is a mean streak in anyone who will 


‘destroy another’s faith.” 


If I were a downright unbeliever, I 
would still encourage religion, because 
of the consolation it brings to many a 
distressed soul; and I would even en- 
courage a young man to enter the min- 
istry. Why? Because it matters little 
what may be one’s occupation (so that 
it does not injure his fellows) and the 
ministry is a noble, unselfish calling in 


which one may live a happy life and 
do a world of helpfulness to his fellows. 

I hope, Dr. Einstein, that you were 
misquoted and that you will yet say 
something more pleasing to the vast 
number of American people who de- 
light to do you honor. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Henry W. Etson. 
Plainfield, N. J. 


A THIRD ERROR 


Altamont, N. Y. 
Dear LUTHERAN: 

Your article under “Across the Desk” 
in the December 25 issue, entitled “A 
Moral Error,” has prompted me to ask 
a question. 

You mention, and properly so, the 
heinous offense . . . which includes the 
destruction of non-combatants “ 
Mr. Churchill’s refusal to allow ships 
carrying supplies to feed the hungry to 
pass through the British blockade, as 
risking a further offense to a necessary 
ally, if this war is to end. We mean 
God. 

To these two serious offenses we add 
a third offense, namely, the failure of 
the Christian Church to make an earn- 
est effort to bring this awful bloody 
struggle to an end. Instead of assuming 
the role of peacemaker, the Church of 
the Prince of Peace has rehashed the 
old argument which justifies war, and 
thereby assumes the role as a partner 
in the conflict. 

Now, my question is this, in the sight 
of the Supreme Arbiter, which is the 
greatest “moral error,” the destruction 
of non-combatants; refusal of food to 
the hungry, or supporting a struggle 
of mass murder? 

Jesus said, “Blessed are the peace- 
makers,” but He gave no beatitude for 
warmakers or war abettors. 

Should not the Christian Church as- 
sure the world that she is her brothers’ 
keeper by supporting, yes, I will say, 
by initiating such sincere steps toward 
peace as are set forth in the enclosed 
document by the Hon. John G. Alex- 
ander of Minnesota? 

Verily the Christian Church bears 
the responsibility for creating peace 
and goodwill among men, and doubt- 
less that is her mission in the Kingdom 
of God for such times as these. 

“For the time is come that judgment 
must begin at the house of God: and 
if it first begin at us, what shall the end 
be of them that obey not the gospel of 
God?” (I Peter 4: 17). 

Sincerely yours, 
W. D. Worman, 
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BIG Values 
for the Pastor 


BEACON LIGHTS. By Joseph A. Seiss. 
Brief sermons arranged according to the 
Church Year. Was 2.50 NOW 1.00. 


CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH, THE. By 
Joseph A. Seiss. Occasional, special and 
other sermons. Was 2.00 NOW 1.00. 


ELEMENTARY HOMILETICS. By Jacob 
Fry. Rules and principles in the prepa- 
ration and preaching of sermons. Was 
1,00 NOW .50. 


EPISTLES MESSAGES. Edited by, Her- 
mann Miller. A two-volume series of 
sermons. 

Volume I—Was 1.50 NOW 1.00. 


Volume IJ]—Was 1.50 NOW 1.00 


EXPOSITION OF THE GOSPELS OF 
THE CHURCH. YEAR, AN. By Edmund 
J. Wolf. A standard exegetical homilet- 
ical treatment of the appointed Gospel 
lessons of the Church Year. Was 4.50 
NOW 2.50. 


GIST OF THE SERMON, THE. By Her- 
bert C. Alleman. A series of sermon 
studies on the Book of Ecclesiastes. 
Was .50 NOW .25. 


GOSPEL TRUTHS. By J. E. Whitteker. 
A series of thirty-two sermons. Was 
1.75 NOW .75. 


IN THE LIGHT OF FAITH. By John 
A. W. Haas. Baccalaureate sermons and 
educational addresses. Was 1.75 NOW .50. 


INTRODUCTION TO THE EPISTLES 
AND GOSPELS OF THE CHURCH 
YEAR. By Henry Offermann. Brief 
outlines of the main thoughts and ap- 
plications of the lessons treated, to- 
gether with homiletical hints. Was 1.00 
NOW .50. 


KINGLY CHRIST, THE. By George A. 
Getty. A two-volume series of sermons 
on the appointed Gospel lessons of the 
Church Year. Set—Was 4.00 NOW 2.00. 


LECTURES ON THE EPISTLES. By Jo- 
seph A. Seiss. A two-volume set ©: 
sermons. Set—Was 5.00 NOW 2.50. 


LECTURES ON THE GOSPELS. By Jo- 
seph A. Seiss. A two-volume set of ser- 
mons. Set—Was 5.00 NOW 2.50. 


SERMONS ON THE GOSPELS. By Ernst 
P. Pfatteicher. A two-volume series of 
sermons. Each volume—Was 1.75 NOW 
15. 


URIEL. By Joseph A. Seiss. Some occa- 
sional sermons. Was 1.25 NOW .50. 


UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 
13th and Spruce Streets, Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
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TEXAS TIDINGS 


Pastoral Care of Draftees 
Work on Building Problems 


By the Rev. James F. Vorkoper 


Attention! All pastors of the United 
Lutheran Church in America! Many of 
your boys are becoming a part of the 
great defense program of our country. 
These boys are leaving their homes and 
congregations to enter into a strange 
new world. The Church must not for- 
get them. Too many of our members 
in the “otherwise” column are “out of 
sight, out of mind.” We must not for- 
get them so easily. Therefore, we of 
the Texas army centers make this ap- 
peal to you: 


Please write the pastor in the locality 
of the army post in which you have 
young men, or other members, so that 
he may keep in touch with them. 


Of course, we think of our city, San 
Antonio, Texas, with its many posts and 
training fields. The Lutheran pastors 
of the city are making a special effort 
to keep in touch with these men. If 
you know of boys or families moving 
to this city or vicinity, please write us, 
addressing your notification to 2209 
Saunders Avenue, San Antonio, Texas, 
or to the Rev. F. A. Neumeister, 701 
Hammond Ave., San Antonio, who has 
been appointed as the head of this 
work among the Lutherans in the city. 
Several pastors have been very prompt 
in sending the names and addresses of 
men from their congregations. Let us 
all co-operate in this vital matter. If 
your draftee or enlisted man goes to 
some other city where you do not know 
who is pastor, write the Rev. F. A. 
Neumeister at once. He will send the 
soldier and the pastors nearest that 
camp the proper instructions. 

Construction on new barracks and 
other military buildings is proceeding 
rapidly in many centers in Texas. 
Young men are pouring in from every 
section of the country. Eight classes of 
new army pilots have been graduated 
this year, numbering over 250 for each 
class. There will be ten next year. As 
we write the roar of planes is heard 
from various types of ships at different 
distances. There is a slight resemblance 
to a great organ in this constant hum. 
However, when they come close by the 
hum turns to an angry snarl and roar, 
and we think of war, bombs, and, 
Christmas, in contrast, just one week 
away! The Prince of Peace doesn’t 
seem to have much of a voice these 
days. But He is present. 


Turkeyless Turkey Supper 
The women of St. Mark’s, Cuero, 
held a turkeyless turkey supper re- 
cently. You may have heard that Cuero 
is one of the turkey centers of our na- 


tion. The annual turkey trot is not a 
modern dance, but a parade of thou- 
sands of turkeys through the streets of 
Cuero (pronounced KWA-ro) just be- 
fore the buying season opens. With it 
are many festivities. The annual turkey 
supper usually given by the Ladies’ Aid 
of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church meant 
the gathering of a number of these 
birds from members, calling for dona- 
tions of cash and other foods for the 
rest of the sumptuous feast, and urging 
these people to buy their donations 
back at a fair price! Of course, along 
with the members who provided most 
of the income there were the kindly 
townspeople who made their annual 
donation to the church, and perhaps 
received a dollar meal for forty or fifty 
cents! We heard of a man in a certain 
town who boasted that he helped all 
of the churches by generous donations 
and upon investigation, this was his 
method! He ate his way to heaven. 
Attend church? No! 

Well, the members who usually 
donated food, time, gasoline, money, 
tempers, brains and nerve were asked 
just to donate the value of their usual 
donations and have a foodless annual 
turkey dinner. This was done, and re- 
ports were that more than $200 was 
received by this freewill giving and 
everyone is happy. Cuero is busy 
liquidating the debt on their beautiful 
new church dedicated a year ago 
Christmas. Under the able direction of 
the Rev. A. A. Hahn this debt is melt- 
ing away rapidly. The organizations 
have done yeoman service in giving to 
this cause. Yet, in spite of large local 
debts and increased efforts to pay them, 
St. Mark’s paid her apportionment in 
full for 1940! It can be done! 

Early in December the congregations 
of the Texas Synod had sent the treas- 
urer of synod the sum of $372.56 for 
Lutheran World Action. 


Progress in Houston 

Redeemer Church, Houston, the Rev. 
Donald E. Elder pastor, will stand on 
her own feet as a self-supporting con- 
gregation beginning January 1, 1941. 
A beautiful new altar has been com- 
pleted and will soon be dedicated. It 
was constructed by the men and the 
women of the congregation. 


Houston’s other U. L. C. A. congre- 
gation, Grace Church, has been strug- 
gling with a rebuilding program. The 
tiny church cannot accommodate the 
increasing crowds. With a capacity of 
slightly over 100 the attendance often 
runs well over 120. Were finances 
available a relocation of this church 
would be considered. This church, 
working in this fine section of the city, 
should have a representative building. 
Houston presents to the church some 
marvelous missionary opportunities. 
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The Rev. J. C. A. Pfenninger, pastor 
at Harlingen, recently resigned his con— 
gregation. Reports have not reached 
the writer as to his new work. 


F. W. Otterbein, D.D., returning from 
a rest visit in Arizona, stopped for a 
visit at the church and the parsonage 
in San Antonio. We rejoice at his re- 
covery and pray that he may be fully 
restored to health. Of course, sunny 
San Antonio turned upside down for 
these two days and wept day and 
night. Floods delayed trains in east 
Texas. The following day was clear. 


St. Andrew’s, Weesatche, the Rev. 
Erich Petersen pastor, entertained the 
youth from seven congregations in the 
neighboring section. Sixty-one were 
present. Five pastors and five council- 
men were also present. This congrega- 
tion is contemplating building a mod- 
ern educational building. 


_ Texas Layman Honored 

Mr. Charles C. Zirjacks, Victoria, has 
been a teacher and superintendent of 
Trinity Church for fifty years. A spe- 
cial service honoring Mr. Zirjacks for 
his long period of faithful work was 
held with the pastor, the Rev. J. M. 
Schedler, in charge. Besides serving 
for many years as church councilman 
and in other local capacities, Mr. Zir- 
jacks serves on the Mission Committee 
of synod and on the Lutheran Hospital 
Board. 


A recent Mission Committee meeting 
was held in Schroeder, Texas, the Rev. 
Carl J. Deithloff pastor and secretary 
of the committee. Applications from 
mission congregations were received. 
The following congregations in the 
Texas Synod are missions: First 
Church, Austin; Grace, Harlingen; Ray 
Point-Pawnee, Bee County; St. Luke’s, 
San Antonio; and Tivoli-Inez Parish. 
In 1933 there were nine missions being 
supported by the Board. Here is a 
sign of growth and of retrenchment. 
With the rapid growth of the popula- 
tion of Texas there should be a new 
mission planted as soon as another 
reaches maturity. Other Lutheran 
bodies are doing this in Texas. 


Indications from the Treasurer of 
Synod, Mr. E. C. Vogt of Victoria, are 
that the Texas Synod will equal, and 
possibly better, last year’s record in 
apportioned benevolence. More con- 
gregations are submitting monthly re- 
mittances to the treasurer, 13 had given 
more in eleven months than during the 
entire year of 1939. We are still far 
from 100 per cent, but the constant in- 
crease has been encouraging. 


In a recent convention of the syn- 
odical Women’s Missionary Society, 
held in Austin, $100 was given to the 
Tabitha Home, Lincoln, Nebr., for the 
new building fund. 
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MAPLE LEAVES AND 
BEAVERS 


The Far East Gateway 
One of Ten Thousand 


By Dr. N. Willison 


TuIs is being written in the parson- 
age of my son-in-law, the Rev. Julius 
S. Neff, pastor of Redeemer Church, 
Vancouver, B. C. It was my privilege 
to preach to his people the last Sunday 
of the year 1940 and also to be present 


-at the Christmas Tree Service of his 


Sunday school. Mrs. Willison and I 
have spent several days here and have 
made some observations that will en- 
able us to think more intelligently of 
the work of the Church in this city. It 
is not our first visit to Vancouver and 
therefore we are able not only to form 
opinions from what we now see but 
also to form conclusions from compara- 
tive study. 


The City of Vancouver 

is unique among the great cities of 
Canada in the cosmopolitanism of its 
population. It is the gateway to and 
from the Far East. It is the last “west” 
of the west-moving consciousness of the 
human race. Westward, ever westward, 
has been the restless urge of all peo- 
ples, no doubt in response to the divine 
injunction to “replenish the earth” from 
an eastern cradle. With Vancouver— 
and of course also Victoria, on the 
Island of Vancouver—the migration 
cycle has been completed. What next? 
For the time being there is here much 
moving to and fro. Vancouver is very 
busy, and the milling crowds on the 
streets form an interesting psychological 
study. What variety of racial char- 
acteristics! East meets West and North 
meets South on these thoroughfares. 
Under Canadian law courteous con- 
sideration is shown them all. The 
Church of Jesus Christ can preach the 
Gospel to all the world right here. Is 
she doing it? 


Vancouver is a young city. It was. 


_ incorporated in 1886 with a population 
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of 2,000. The present population of the 
city proper is 246,000, and of Greater 
Vancouver 312,374. During the past 
year the population has increased by 
10,000. And these are not transients. 
One has but to drive around the city to 
become impressed with the fact that 
permanent development is taking place 
on a large scale. New streets, and 
blocks upon blocks of attractive new 
homes, have just been completed and 
are in process of construction. It is an 
inspiration to contemplate the con- 
fidence manifested by the people on 
every hand. Without question, if the 
world stands for a few more genera- 
tions, and can be prevailed upon to 
cease its mad efforts to commit suicide 
through violent destruction or evasion 


of natural increase, Vancouver will be- 
come one of the largest cities in the 
world. And it will be a racial melting 
pot of unparalleled proportions. Old 
things will pass away within its borders 
and many things will become new. 
There will be many pangs of travail 
and much work for the midwives to do. 
The Church of Christ must come to a 
vivid realization of her responsibilities 
and her opportunities. On this scene the 
three departments of her work are 
brought to her front door. Home Mis- 
sions, Foreign Missions, Social Mis- 
sions. Restless populations of Christian 
name and background from two con- 
tinents are converging on this area. 
There must be a new gathering and 
new organization and patient concen- 
tration of effort by Home Mission 
Boards. Foreign fields, untouched by 
the Church abroad, are challenging the 
Church on her own doorstep. What will 
she do about foreign missions in the 
homeland? And the wrecks of hu- 
manity! An appeal, expressed or un- 
expressed, for which the world has no 
balm and no comfort! Wherever the 
carcass is, there will the eagles be 
gathered together in more senses than 
one. Where the races congregate, there 
the vultures will also come. Social cor- 
ruption threatens in spite of all that 
good government and alert surveillance 
can do. 

Do not misunderstand. I am not de- 
scribing anything that I have seen. I 
am not cynical. The lessons of history, 
however, must not be ignored: and 
history of more than one kind will be 
made here. It is also true that God is 
in history and will be found here by 
those who call upon Him. The Church 
of Jesus Christ has in this place her 
final chance, and she can come to the 
scene with all the skill and resource- 
fulness of her training in other fields. 
She will need consecration, and pa- 
tience, and perseverance. How often 
the servants of the-Church have begun 
well and then failed to continue at their 
posts! There must be more than spas- 
modic effort. Blessed are the pastors 
who “stick”! 


A Serious Query 

All the general bodies of the Lu- 
theran Church on this continent are 
represented in Vancouver. There are 
eight congregations with an aggregate 
membership of about 1,000! Note the 
exclamation mark. Reliable statistics 
indicate that there are more than ten 
thousand Lutherans in this city. It is 
another case of only one returning to 
give glory to God: “But where are the 
nine?” And more are coming con- 
stantly. Two or three Lutheran church 
buildings rank among the magnificent 
edifices of the city. However, they do 
not seem to be as well distributed as 
they might be. There can be no doubt 
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that Redeemer congregation, with its 
all-English work, has excellent pros- 
pects. Patience and perseverance will 
be needed, not only on the part of the 
pastor, but also on the part of the 
Board of American Missions. After all, 
the work is the Lord’s, and He must 
give the increase in His own good time. 
Progress in mission work cannot be 
computed on any mathematical basis, 
no matter what formula may be ap- 
plied. And the few are always worth 
saving. 


Language Adjustments 

I also attended a Christmas service 
in Chilliwack, a thriving small city in 
the Fraser River Valley, sixty miles 
east of Vancouver. Another daughter 
lives there. It was a German service 
with a little English. The mission is 
very small. It cannot be used by my 
daughter because it is in a foreign 
tongue. It is another instance of Home 
Mission difficulties. The Lutheran 
Church is distributed over the whole 
world and her people speak many lan- 
guages. When they come to Canada 
they need spiritual ministration in their 
own languages, for how else shall they 
be edified? Yet how can the Church 
provide for sixty persons of half-a- 
dozen tongues? As they learn the 
speech of their new homeland the prob- 
lems are simplified, but some are slow 
to learn and some will not admit that 
they have learned. The speech of the 
children is often made secondary to that 
of the parents, and so the children drift 
and the parents are not blessed. It 
should be a case of the greatest good 
for the greatest and most promising 
number. In a great city adjustments 
can be made if the churches will co- 
operate, but here is another Lutheran 
problem that the Church has not yet 
solved—the problem of co-operation 
and fellowship. 


MORTGAGE BURNED 

Baltimore, Md. A large number of 
worshipers at the Candlelight Service 
on Christmas Day at Zion Church, the 
Rey. Leon N. Zahn pastor, witnessed 
the burning of the church mortgage. 
This event culminated a series of ad- 
vances and improvements made during 
the past eight and one-half years, the 
length of the present pastorate. During 
this period the church has become self- 
supporting, has been renovated inside 
and out, new equipment has been in- 
stalled, and now the indebtedness has 
been discharged. New members have 
been steadily added to the church roll 
and the church’s ministry has gradually 
reached more and more people in the 
community. When Zion celebrated its 
twenty-eighth anniversary January 7, 
there was great cause for rejoicing. 
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LAND O’ THE LAKES 
Michigan Synod’s 1940 Achievements 
_. By the Rev. William S. Avery 


Ir 1s New Year’s Eve as these lines 
are being written. According to cus- 
tom, the first thought is a backward 
glance over the past twelve months. 
Although they left much to be desired, 
the Michigan Synod can be well satis- 
fied with its general progress. Latest 
reports indicate that twenty-three con- 
gregations are giving more to benev- 
olence this year than last, one stands 
the same. Only three are giving less, 
and the amount these three are behind 
totals only $73.75. Final figures may 
well reach 95 per cent of apportion- 
ment paid! Again, congregations in the 
“Land o’ the Lakes” co-operated in 
both the Emergency Appeal, and Lu- 
theran World Action. Advance reports 
indicate that the response to the latter 
will far outstrip the former. Of course, 
this is all financial—but finances are a 
barometer of spiritual progress too. 
After all, these gifts would not have 
been made if they were not for the 
saving of souls and the sustaining of 
souls already saved. 


Beloved Veteran 

One of our friends who saved many 
souls in his lifetime went to meet his 
Saviour December 2. The Rev. C. C. J. 
Maass, although a member of the 
Canada Synod, was well beloved by the 
pastors and people of Michigan. He was 
a well-known figure among them, es- 
pecially in the mission congregations 
of the Detroit area, where he supplied 
pulpits in his later years. The president 
and secretary of the Michigan Synod 
with four other Michigan ministers 
acted as pallbearers. J. H. Reble, D.D., 
president of the Canada Synod, 
preached the funeral sermon at the 
service in Bethel Church, Detroit, 
which was conducted by two neighbor- 
ing Michigan pastors. Only two of his 
Canadian brethren were able to be 
present at this service due to the strict 
border regulations, and the same held 
true of the Michigan men when the 
body was buried in the town-across- 
the-river, Windsor, Canada. 


Detroit Churches 

The Rev. S. L. Boger of Unity Church 
called his people’s attention to the 
eighteenth anniversary of the congre- 
gation, which was organized on Novem- 
ber 19, 1922. Begun with only fifteen 
charter members, the church grew con- 
sistently until an influx of Jews into 
the community checked expansion. In 
spite of this and other handicaps, Unity 
Church has one of the best records (if 
not the best) in the Michigan Synod 
for the benevolent support of the mis- 
sionary, educational and charitable 
works of the synod and Church at large. 


Nativity Church was the only congre- 
gation to hold two Christmas Day serv- 
ices, so far as we know. For the most 
part, churches held candlelight and 
carol services Christmas Eve or early 
Christmas morning, but Nativity con- 
ducted the regular Chief Service at 
both 6.00 and 11.00 A. M. on Christmas. 
The Rev. R. L. Leatherman, pastor, re- 
ports many personal gifts from his 
parishioners, as do most other pastors. 


It is not unusual for a Lutheran 
church to have services in English and 
some other language on a Sunday 
morning, but it is unusual that the 
services are conducted regularly by 
different pastors. Yet that is what the 
First Hungarian Church does. The Rev. 
James Becker is pastor of the church 
and conducts the Hungarian service. 
The Rev. Martin Lehmann is pastor of 
the English division and has charge of 
the English services. 


On the Sunday before Christmas, 
Hope Church received sixteen new 
members. The remarkable thing about 
it, however, was not the number but 
the method of reception. Only six were 
received by certificate; the other ten 
came by adult confirmation. Six of 
these ten were also baptized, including 
a white-haired man of sixty-two! Who 
says it’s impossible to give adult cate- 
chization? Dr. C. J. Rockey, pastor, 
evidently practices what he preaches. 
At least his book, “Scriptural Evan- 
gelism,” contains many practical hints 
on soul-winning. Hope was also able to 
reduce its indebtedness $3,000 during 
the past year, including a 25 per cent 
payment on all notes held by indi- 
viduals. 


Pastors are given to having special 
baptism services on Palm Sunday, but 
the writer, who is pastor of Augsburg 
Church, scheduled one for the Sunday 
before Christmas with good results. 
Nine children were baptized on this day 
whose Gospel tells of John’s baptizing. 
This brings Augsburg’s total of bap- 
tisms this year to five adult and twenty- 
six children. 


Out-state Churches 


Trinity Church, Hillsdale, is without 
a pastor. The Rev. Carl Miller, who 
was installed as pastor in October 1938, 
tendered his resignation to take effect 
January 1. 


Holy Trinity, Flint, observed Pastor 
L. F. Gunderman’s fifteenth year with 
them November 17. When he came, the 
Mission Board paid 70 per cent of his 
salary; now the congregation is self- 
supporting. 


Redeemer Church, Lansing, dedicated 
its new building September 17, 1939. 
November 17, 1940, the congregation 
burned a $500 note upon completion of 
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payment on its heating plant. In addi- 
tion, it had paid off $100 on another 
note and $220 in interest during the 
year. Pastor Aksel C. Larsen is con- 
ducting a Bible Study Class for Lu- 
theran students at Michigan State Col- 
lege. 


Members of Messiah Church, Con- 
stantine, are planning a memorial for 
their former pastor, the Rev. Courtland 
Miller, who entered into Life while 
serving them, The memorial will be in 
the form of a brass altar cross to be 
dedicated soon. 


Father and Son Banquets are com- 
mon in the first part of the year, but a 
bit unusual during the Thanksgiving 
season. Yet. that is when Trinity 
Church, Grand Rapids, held theirs. Mr. 
Kenneth Lancaster, secretary of the 
local Y. M. C. A., was the speaker, and 
the technicolor movie, “The Middleton 
Family atthe Fair” was shown. 


ALLEGHANY CONFERENCE 


Festival Occasions 
Mission-minded Congregations 


By the Rev. Ralph W. Birk 


Grace Congregation, Curwensville, 
the Rev. Eldon K. Rumberger pastor, 
is happily worshiping in its renovated 
church. Three guest pastors partic- 
ipated in the service of rededication: 
M. R. Hamsher, D.D., president of the 
Central Pennsylvania Synod, preached 
the rededication sermon. Pastors E. L. 
Pee of Philipsburg and E. Roy Hauser, 
D.D., of Clearfield, were the liturgists. 
The following evening a program of 
sacred music by the Dunbar Chorus of 
Clearfield under the direction of Prof. 
Reginald Dennis closed the celebration. 
A host of friends join in extending best 
wishes to Pastor Rumberger and his 
congregation for the work done and 
the example shown in Christian 
service. 


Merited Recognition 

Zion Sunday school of Hollidaysburg, 
M. S. Kemp, D.D., pastor, recently pre- 
sented a medal from the Pennsylvania 
State Sunday School Association to 
Edward M. Lotz, veteran officer and 
teacher of the Sunday school for the 
past sixty-seven years. The State As- 
sociation gave the medal at its last con- 
vention in Wilkes-Barre, its officers 
testifying that such a long unbroken 
record of service is very rare. Mr. Lotz 
has held every office in the Sunday 
school as well as that of teacher. 


Another record of merit was brought 
to light in the passing from this life of 
John H. Troutman, lifelong member 
and worker in Trinity Sunday School 
and Church, Altoona, of which the 
writer is pastor. Several years ago the 
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State Association awarded Mr. Trout- 
man a fifty-year medal for Christian 
service. His efficient leadership and 
counsel will be greatly missed andthe 
Sunday school adopted a fitting resolu- 
tion of appreciation of his services. 


The third record which deserves at- 
tention is that of Lawrence A. Whitfield 
of Fourth Church, Altoona, the Rev. 
R. C. Shindler pastor. This young man 
has a perfect attendance record since 
he was six years of age, and 1940 closed 
his twenty-sixth year of such attend- 
ance. All these individuals have re- 
vealed the spirit which has motivated 
Christian progress—the spirit of loyalty 
and devotion to the work of the church. 


Conference will lose one of its fine 
young pastors this month as the Rev. 
Elmer Drumm, pastor of the Glasgow 
Charge, has accepted a call to become 
pastor of the Hampton Charge in Adams 
County. Pastor Drumm graduated from 
Gettysburg Seminary in 1936, after 
which he served as assistant pastor of 
Zion Church, Sunbury, until 1937. He 
then accepted the call to become pastor 
of the Glasgow Charge. His work has 
been efficient and successful and the 
people of the charge regret his leaving. 
His fellow pastors. will miss him in the 
Conference, but wish him and his fam- 
ily the greatest success and happiness 
in the work of the Kingdom as they go 
to the West Pennsylvania Conference. 


World Action Given Response 


Most congregations of the Conference 
have entered into wholehearted co- 
operation with Lutheran leaders in the 
matter of the presentation of Lutheran 
World Action. Some congregations are 
involved in the presentation at the 
present time while others completed 
the work last month. It is hoped that 
this conference will continue its mis- 
sion-mindedness in this great attempt 
to relieve some of the world stress 
among the Lutheran missions. 


The Ministerial Association of Altoona 
and Vicinity is making plans tO con- 
tinue its Noonday Lenten Services in 
First Church, Altoona, the Rev. L. H. 
Rhoads pastor. These services have 
been conducted for several years and 
find a response on the part of a number 
of people in the city. In addition to the 
services at noon, Wednesday evening 
union Lenten services are being planned 
for the first time this year. All Lu- 
theran congregations of the city will 
eliminate their individual Wednesday 
evening services and join in the various 
churches throughout the community. 
Guest speakers will be provided to em- 
phasize the continuous message appli- 
cable to the Lenten period. Such a pro- 
gram is made possible only through the 
co-operation of the pastors and con- 
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gregations. It speaks well for our sense 
of Lutheran loyalty. 


Music lovers of the conference will 
be happy to learn that the management 
of the St. Olaf College Choir has seen 
fit to schedule one of the concerts by 
the choir this year in Johnstown. This 
will be held in the auditorium of the 
Cochran Junior High School the eve- 
ning of February 4. Such a group of 
singers under the outstanding direction 
of its leader needs no introduction to 
many within and without the Lutheran 
Church. 


IN SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 


Nachusa Orphanage and 
Lutheran World Action 
Receive Support 


By Dr. George Beiswanger 


THe Southern Conference has the 
same boundary lines as the former 
Southern Illinois Synod. It reaches 
from Vandalia on the north to Mt. 
Carmel on the east, to Cairo on the 
south, and then runs into Missouri, in- 
cluding Cape Girardeau, Sedgewick- 
ville and metropolitan St. Louis. We 
do not have the magnificent distances 
of the Texas or the Northwest Synods, 
but we have to drive forty to sixty 
miles to visit a sister congregation and 
from 100 to 165 miles to attend Con- 
ference. This makes it difficult to put 
on mass efforts. and militates against 
Lutheran consciousness, but. withal our 
congregations are giving good account 
of themselves and our pastors. hold en- 
viable places in their respective com- 
munities. 


Vandalia, where the president of 
Conference, the Rev. Paul P. Bollman, 
resides, is one of the old cities of 
Illinois. It was founded before 1819, 
when it was selected as the capital of 
the state. St. James congregation was 
organized in 1865., Pastor Bollman has 


_ been in charge since 1930. During these 


ten years the congregation has grown 
in membership, the organizations with- 
in the congregation strengthened, and 
the spirit of benevolence has increased 
so that the congregation is known as 
one which meets its apportionment. 

This fall the congregation added 
more than 2,000 square feet of floor 
space to its church school room. This 
addition supplies needed room for edu- 
cational purposes and a parlor for the 
meetings of societies. Adjoining the 
main room is a modern kitchen. A new 
steam-heating plant heats both the old 
and new building. Zion Church of 
Loogootee, which Pastor Bollman 
serves, has installed electric lights and 
redecorated the church. 


The DeSoto Parish, under the leader- 
ship of Pastor H. Wennermark, is rally- 
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ing its forces and steadily moving for- 
ward. One of the finest Egyptian Unit 
missionary rallies was held in Mt. Cal- 
vary Church, as well as an enthusiastic 
Brotherhood rally. In Zion Church a 
class of nine was confirmed last. fall. 
The Luther League was reorganized 
with a membership of twenty inter- 
mediates and seniors and this group put 
on a Christmas program. An offering 
was received for Lutheran World 
Action. 


Through Trials to Progress 

The First. Lutheran. Church of Mur- 
physboro was organized in 1867. The 
Rev. William J. Boatman has been pas- 
tor since 1924. During these years the 
congregation has grown in numbers and 
in good works, and the pastor has 
grown in influence in the congregation, 
in the community and in the confer- 
ence. 

Mr. Boatman piloted the congrega- 
tion through the trying days of the 
tornado of 1925 and, out of the ruins 
erected a new building, a credit to the 
congregation and to the Lutheran 
Church. The congregation has just 
completed some improvements to the 
exterior of the building; during 1940 
reduced the indebtedness by $2,100; 
contributed to Lutheran World Action; 
and sent canned fruit to Nachusa Or- 
phanage and a gift for each child. 


Immanuel, Cairo, is pulling itself to- 
gether under the enthusiastic leader- 
ship of Pastor C. A. Jacobi. Cairo is 
the third largest city in the conference. 
Extensive improvements have been 
made at a cost of $4,700, of which sum 
$3,500 was paid. By November the 
whole debt was wiped off the books. 
Before Christmas an offering of $31 was 
sent to Nachusa Orphanage, also a gift 
for each child. The church school and 
all other organizations have doubled 
their membership, and a Missionary 
Society and a Brotherhood have been 
organized. 


Men Co-operate 


St. Mark’s, St. Louis, founded in 1867, 
is the oldest U. L. C. A. congregation 
in metropolitan St. Louis. A contribu- 
tion was received for Lutheran World 
Action and $60 was sent as a Christmas 
offering to Nachusa Orphanage. The 
Brotherhood sent $100 to retire a 
Nachusa bond, also $10 to cover inter- 
est. A like sum preceded this and will 
follow. These gifts have not cut short 
the funds necessary for local work. 
$3,100 was paid on the indebtedness, 
and this is a larger accomplishment 
than St. Mark’s has made for many a 
year. The Rev. Dr. Frederick F. Mueller 
is the pastor of this congregation. 


St. Louis. Faith Congregation sent 
an offering for Lutheran World Action. 
December 15 an adult catechetical class 
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was added to the membership, which 
totals 556 men and women received in 
this way since the organization of the 
congregation in 1926. An encouraging 
feature of the year’s work is that more 
than 90 per cent of the confirmed mem- 
bers communed once or more during 
the year 1940. Faith Church will cele- 
brate its fifteenth anniversary February 
fifteenth. 


A Splendid Record 


Metropolis. St. Paul’s congregation, 
of which the writer is the pastor, joined 
the pastor in celebrating the forty-fifth 
anniversary of his ordination and the 
fortieth anniversary of his wedding last 
October. As an outcome of the celebra- 
tion $1,000 was contributed toward the 
parsonage debt. A campaign for sub- 
scriptions for THe LUTHERAN was put 
on, and an offering was received for 
Lutheran World Action. St. Paul’s has 
almost a 90 per cent communion record, 
and the attendance at church services 
is always 50 per cent male, and some- 
times higher. At Christmas St. Paul’s 
erected on its lawn, which is on the 
main highway and in the very heart of 
the city, a cave to represent “The 
Nativity” as pictured by Henri Lerolle. 
Public school teachers brought their 
classes, and cars were parked, at times 
two deep, to admire this Christmas 
feature. 

From all reports the congregations 
had real Christmas programs, with 
record attendances at all services and 
especially the early Christmas service, 
and a most excellent Christmas spirit 
prevailing throughout the conference. 


Carthage College Singers 


Carthage College Singers toured the 
Southern Conference during the first 
part of December and gave concerts at 
Vandalia, Mt. Carmel, Metropolis, 
Cairo, Murphysboro, Steeleville, and 
Reen Memorial, St. Louis. Large and 
appreciative audiences greeted the 
singers in each place and Professor 
Hanke and his singers sustained their 
reputation. The company of students 
left in each home where they were en- 
tertained a salutary influence and by 
their conduct, character and singing 
raised Carthage College’s reputation a 
notch higher. 


Centralia has a new pastor in the 
person of the Rev. Marvin C. Reichert. 
Pastor Reichert did excellent work at 
Cape Girardeau and already has in- 
spired courage and hope in the people 
of Redeemer. Mt. Carmel, the Rev. 
Roland G. Riechmann pastor, is the 
first congregation reporting its full ap- 
portionment paid. Jonesboro is still 
without a pastor. It has been vacant 
since May 17. Cape Girardeau is also 
without a pastor. 


GOPHER NOTES 


Minneapolis and St. Paul Churches 
Make Encouraging Progress 


By the Rev. A. H. G. Gjevre 


“How can a little child be merry 
In snowy, blowy January? 

By each day doing what is best, 

By thinking, working for the rest; 
So can a little child me merry 

In snowy, blowy January.” 


Recurring January brings to mind 
the above words which we learned as a 
child. So far in Minnesota January is 
snowy and at times blowy. But Christ- 
mas was unusual with a springlike 
thaw. Nevertheless it was Christmas, 
and the trees and the tinsel and the 
carolers singing outside our windows in 
our village and elsewhere testified to 
the true spirit of the season. 


St. John’s, Washburn Park, Minne- 
apolis, was given the top award for out- 
side decoration of churches which is 
sponsored annually by the Minneapolis 
Junior Association of Commerce. St. 
John’s had a large altar erected outside 
the church, with two large candles on 
either side, and a picture of the 
Madonna and the Child. Music from a 
loud speaker sent forth carols every 
evening. The Rev. Lyle C. Burns is 
the pastor. 


Reformation, St. Paul, served by the 
Rev. F. H. Clutz, notes many signs of 
progress during the past year. The 
Ladies’ Aid and Guild have combined 
forces and laid a new floor in the pri- 
mary room. Val Bjornson, well-known 
Minnesota radio news commentator and 
son of Editor Bjornson of the Icelandic 
Community in Minnesota, Lyon County, 
spoke before the Men’s Club on recent 
historical developments in Norway and 
Finland. Mr. Bjornson’s father recently 
returned from a trip to Iceland and was 
heard over KSTP in an interview by 
his son on conditions in this Saga Isle. 


Reduce Debt by $10,000 


In one year, the people of Holy Trin- 
ity, St. Paul, reduced their church debt 
by $10,000. This was in addition to the 
regular current expenses of the con- 
gregation and the benevolence to synod! 
For the next three years they are going 
to pay off $300 a month instead of $250 
toward their debt reduction. The pas- 
tor is the Rev. W. P. Gerberding. 


Holy Trinity, Minneapolis, the Rev. 
Carl H. Bartsch pastor, had their con- 
gregation divided into forty-nine dis- 
tricts before the annual Every Member 
Visitation. Members of the parish met 
in certain homes within a given district. 
These gatherings were called “Contact 
Adventures.” We are certain that Pas- 
tor Bartsch made the grade and brought 
about the right contacts, for in his in- 
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teresting “bulletin” we read that Holy 
Trinity’s budget for 1941 is $19,570. Of 
this amount $5,600 is for benevolences. 
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St. John’s, Lakeville, served by the 
writer, had another successful Christ- 
mas season with the largest Christmas 
Day attendance on record. Mr. Arthur 
Forstrom, a prominent layman of this 
parish, constructed a large star and 
placed it over the church’s entrance. 
This beautiful illuminated messenger of 
peace shed its rays for a long distance 
and could be seen by the passing mo- 
torist far away, as the church stands on 
a slight elevation. 


Becomes Self-supporting 


Ascension Church, St. Paul, asks no 
further Home Mission aid, and thus be- 
came self-supporting January 1, 1941. 
Ascension was organized in 1924 and 
has made steady progress. The church 
recently dedicated an orgatron as an 
aid to worship. The Rev. Lloyd W. 
Jacobson has been pastor of this con- 
gregation since 1939, the auditorium 
has been enlarged, and a new chancel 
rail and altar have been installed. 


Wooddale Church, St. Louis Park, a 
Minneapolis suburb of growing im- 
portance, had a happy day when the 
congregation celebrated the completion 
of the remodeled church and the com- 
pletion of the erection of the new par- 
sonage. The remodeling consisted of 
the addition of a basement and the 
lengthening of transept arms. This con- 
gregation asks $300 less home mission 
aid for 1941 and will become self-sup- 
porting in 1942. President R. H. Ger- 
berding officiated at the rededication 
and dedication services December 8, 
and spoke at a housewarming Novem- 
ber 22. The successful pastor of this 
growing congregation is the Rev. H. J. 
Motz-kus. Dr. L. V. Downing, a mem- 
ber of synod’s Executive Board and 
Stewardship Committees, also is a lead- 
ing spirit in the congregation and has 
done much of the designing and the 
building of the church furniture. 


A Beautiful Service 


December 15 it was our privilege 
again to witness the beautiful Christ- 
mas Service in the auditorium at St. 
Olaf College, Northfield. Tickets are 
given gratis to those who ask for them. 
The demand is so great that this year 
the service program had to be repeated 
on two successive evenings. This service 
consists in a well-arranged program by 
the famous St. Olaf College Choir com- 
bined with the St. Olaf second choir 
and the St. John’s Church Choir of 
Northfield under the direction of Dr. F. 
Melius Christiansen. Artistic decora- 
tions and lighting effects add to the 
spirit and beauty of this service. Dr. 
L. W. Boe, president of the college, in 
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his characteristic way presented a beau- 
tiful sermonette on the Christmas Gos- 
pel. On other evenings guest speakers 
brought to the large audiences the mes- 
sage of the Christ Child. 

Of interest to our readers may be that 
in downtown Minneapolis, a new 
Roman Catholic parish has been formed 
and given the name, St. Olaf. It sounds 
Norwegian, but in reading a news item 
of the same involving a card party we 
learn that the priest and a number of 
his parishioners have Irish names. Well, 
what’s in a name? 


PITTSBURGH SYNOD’S 
LUTHER LEAGUE 


By the Rev. L. W. Rupp 


THROUGH the courtesy of Miss Ruth 
Beyer, publicity secretary for the Pitts- 
burgh Synod Luther League, we have 
permission to preview Luther League 
news due for release through the next 
issue of the synodical news bulletin. In 
this release the president, Carl Bei- 
secker, notes that the synodical League 
has*now had a year and a month of 
history in which steady growth has 
been evident. But he also turns prophet, 
looking towards the fiftieth anniversary 
of the Luther League of America in 
1945. He expresses the hope that the 
Pittsburgh Synod League will have the 
privilege of entertaining the national 
convention in that year, since it was 
in the First Lutheran Church, Grant 
that the, Luther 
League of America was organized in 


1895. 


Should this become reality, it would 
adjust very pleasantly into the triple 
anniversary program for 1945 already 
taking form, for in this year the Pitts- 
burgh Synod will celebrate its own 
100th anniversary, the 75th of Thiel 


College, and the 25th of the synodical- 


merger, 

Returning to a survey of the Luther 
League, we discover items of interest 
and suggestion in all of the conference 
Leagues which make up the synodical 
whole. The Central Conference retains 
a portion of the “Branch Plan” used 
successfully by the former Pittsburgh 
District. Branch No. 2 met for the Fall 
Rally December 3 in St. John’s Church, 
Mc Keesport, with Pastor John Nycum 
as speaker. 


Worthwhile Suggestions 

Under “suggestions” comes the com- 
ment on the organization of a “High 
School League” in Trinity Church, 
Verona. “The group that studies and 
plays and engages in various activities 
together at the public school is a natural 
unit from which a League might be 
formed.” So another active and inter- 
ested body of Luther Leaguers has 
been organized. 


The Greensburg Conference League 
“suggests” in three lines. Their Thanks- 
giving Banquet, held November 22 at 
West Newton, had an attendance of one 
hundred fifty; Pastor Wilbert T. Wilson, 
Natrona Heights, was speaker, and 
Pastor Paul N. Schur of Irwin, toast- 
master. The member societies re- 
sponded to the roll call with their thank 
offerings, which are to be used to meet 
the missionary quota of the Conference 
League. Coming early in 1941 are two 
departmental conferences, planned for 
officers of local leagues (evidently 
something like the training schools in 
service clubs, such as Kiwanis). Be- 
cause of distance between towns the 
two conferences are planned, January 
26 at Scottdale, and February 2 at 
Jeannette. All the conference Leagues 
will meet together Tuesday evening 
before Ash Wedensday for the annual 
pre-Lenten Retreat. 


A Visit from Headquarters 

The Erie Conference League re- 
eently enjoyed a visit from Pastor Wil- 
liam J. Ducker, from Luther League 
headquarters in Philadelphia. He gave 
advice in laying out the work for the 
year ahead. It will be an important 
year for this conference group, for the 
annual convention of the synodical 
League is scheduled for Erie July 21. 

The North East Conference group 
also held a Thanksgiving get-together; 
they made it early in the month, No- 
vember 9, going to First Church, Ridg- 
way, with an attendance of seventy- 
five from seven Leagues. They report 
that all the pastors attended. (Why was 
that item put in?) Pastor E. K. Rogers 
of Warren gave the evening address. 
A special item from one of these North 
East Conference leagues seems inter- 
esting. Through unavoidable circum- 
stances the young people of St. John’s 
League, Johnsonburg, were forced to 
miss the Youth Rally. December 1 they 
held their own rally, using as much of 
the material as possible from the pro- 
grams of the general rallies. Such a 
spirit is most commendable. 


Young People at Church Services 

In the West Conference League the 
news items turn mainly to the par- 
ticipation of the young people in church 
services. The young people of First 
Church, Butler, sponsored the evening 
service December 1; Russel Riethmiller, 
vice-president of the conference League, 
delivered the address. The Leaguers at 
St. John’s Church, Freedom, took 
charge of the Vesper Service there De- 
cember 8. December 18 this League 
held a dinner at which Prof. A. M. 
Asper, principal of the Freedom High 
School, spoke. On Christmas Eve, after 
the church service, these young people 
carried out their customary program 
of carol singing. The New Brighton 
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Intermediates wrote and assumed re- 
sponsibility for a Christmas play. They 
enroll among their group some who are 
members of a “printers’ guild,’ who 
print attractive posters for use of the 
League and others. 

We observe among the news mate- 
rials coming from the Luther League 
that the synodical missionary secretary, 
Lydia Zundel, has been stressing the 
importance of the last Sunday of Jan- 
uary as Luther League Day for Mis- 
sions. The quota of the Pittsburgh 
Synod’s Luther League for the present 
missionary objective is $970. 


PRE-VIEWS FROM HOLLY- 
WOOD 


By Dr. J. George Dorn 


1. City for Conquest—Warner Broth- 
ers. Exceptionally interesting for 
story and treatment. Fine music. 
Family. 


2.The Howards of Virginia—Colum- 
bia. A drama of colonial and revo- 
lutionary days. Extremely absorb- 
ing. Family. 

Land of Liberty—M.P.P.D.D., Inc. 
A graphic cavalcade of American 
history, depicting our struggles and 
achievements. Edited by Cecil D. 
DeMille. Family. 


4, Laddie—R.K.O. Delightfully charm- 
ing and most enjoyable with an ex- 
cellent cast. Family. 


5. Strike Up the Band—M.G.M. An 
absorbingly entertaining musical. 
Beautifully presented. Family. 


Se 


So 


Spring Parade—Universal. Another 
triumph for Deanna Durbin. Photog- 
raphy unexcelled. Family. 


Knute Rockne—All American— 
Warner Brothers. An exceptionally 
fine biographical study of Rockne, 
with fine settings and excellent 
music. Family. 


8.A Little Bit of Heaven—Universal. 
A simple story well presented star- 
ring the talented Gloria Jean. Ex- 
cellent entertainment. Family. 


9. Power and the Land—R.K.O. A gov- 
ernment film describing the effects 
of rural electrification. Magnificent 
photography. Family. 

10. Service with the Colors—Warner 
Brothers. An interesting short sub- 
ject, depicting recruiting and army 
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routine. Fine social and ethical 
values. Family. 
11.The Pony Post—Universal. His- 


torical, thrilling with excellent pho- 
tography. Family. 

12.The Fargo Kid—R.K.O. A clean, 
lively western story, with a fine cast. 
Family. 
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FOR THE FAITH’S DEFENCE 


Inter-church Student Conference Studies 
Common Interests of Lutheran and 
Other Schools 


By Dr. Mary E. Markley, Washington, D. C. 


Unprer the auspices of the National 
Commission on University Work of the 
Council of Church Boards of Educa- 
tion there was held at North Central 
College in Naperville, Illinois, a sec- 
ond Inter-Church Student Conference 
from December 27-31, 1940. The gen- 
eral theme was The Christian Com- 
munity on the Campus. 

Every Church Board of Education 
which is a constituent part of the Uni- 
versity Commission was privileged to 
have present at this consultative con- 
ference ten students and three work- 
ers among students. The registration 
figures show what wide and wise dis- 
tribution was achieved. There were 
nine denominations represented, with 
81 students and 29 adults. The students 
came from 61 institutions in 30 states. 


Christianity on the Campus 


The general topic of discussion was— 
How can we as church students co- 
operatively develop the Christian com- 
munity on the campus? This was de- 
veloped in seven commissions with stu- 
dent chairman and secretary and an 
adult leader as follows: 


1. By Individual Spiritual Discipline, 
Mary E. Markley of the Board of Edu- 
cation of the United Lutheran Church 
in America, chairman of the National 
Commission on University Work. 


2. By Enlarging the Fellowship, 
George O. Taylor, Board of Higher 
Education of the Disciples of Christ. 


3. With Constructive Social In- 
fluence, Heil D. Bollinger, Board of 
Education of the Methodist Church. 


4. Through Intellectual Understand- 
ing, Alden Drew Kelley, College Work 
Division of the National Council, Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church. 


5. Through and for Training Skilled 
Leaders, Murray Dickson, University 
of Texas. 


6. In Relation with Other Campus 
Groups and Faiths, Frances P. Green- 
ough, Board of Education of the North- 
ern Baptist Convention. 


7. With a World-wide Program, 
R. H. Edwin Espy, executive secretary 
of the Student Volunteer Movement. 


A Seminar for Leaders 


A seminar for the leaders was con- 
ducted by Dr. Gould Wickey, general 
secretary of the Council of Church 
Board of Education. Three sessions of 
two hours each were given to each 


Commission, which later presented its 
findings to the entire conference. 

The various church-related student 
groups had the opportunity of meeting 
together and of forming helpful sug- 
gestions not only for possible future 
conferences of a similar nature but for 
their Church in the student field. Early 
on the program in a stimulating sym- 
posium the Church leaders discussed 
What Each Denominational Heritage 
Contributes to the Meaning and Power 
of the Christian Community. 

A rewarding and unforgettable part 
of the conference was contributed by 
Dr. John A. Mackay, president of 
Princeton Theological Seminary. In 
four periods of worship and study he 
presented the Letter to the Ephesians. 
The sermon at the Sunday morning 
service was preached by Dr. Theodore 
O. Wedel, canon of the Washington 
Cathedral of the Episcopal Church. 

Other speakers were Dr. Georgia 
Harkness, professor of applied theology, 
Garrett Biblical Institute, who opened 
the conference, and the Rev. Luther 
Tucker, a secretary of the World’s Stu- 
dent Christian Federation, who closed 
the conference. Mr. Lynn Rohrbaugh, 
widely known as the director of Co- 
operative Recreation Service, was most 
helpful in suggestions and demonstra- 
tions of leisure programs for Christian 
students. 


U. L. C. A. Represented 

From the United Lutheran Church 
the following were present: the Rev. 
George Aigner, pastor for students in 
Chicago, and the Rev. Edward Blenker, 
pastor for students at the University of 
Wisconsin; Howard J. McCarney, Get- 
tysburg College; Edwin E. Wisser, 
Muhlenberg College; Caroline Anspach, 
Wittenberg College; William B. 
Downey, Biblical Seminary; Lloyd 
Clewell, University of Chicago; La- 
Verne Esser, University of Illinois; Paul 
Wold, State University of Iowa; Charles 
F. Weinaug, University of Michigan; 
William MacFarland, University of 
Pennsylvania; Beryl Maurer, Univer- 
sity of West Virginia; Richard H. 
Drummond, University of Wisconsin. 

Student groups in American univer- 
sities and colleges are being increas- 
ingly confronted by a non-Christian 
environment. For more than forty years 
church-related student groups have 
been. developing their own church loy- 
alties. The time has come when these 
groups are called to a more united wit- 
ness to their common Christian faith 
and the Christian way of life. This ex- 
ploratory and consultative conference 
gave an opportunity to church students 
to share their problems as well as their 
courage and hopes. It also cleared 
thinking about the place and sig- 
nificance of Christian students in the 
world Christian community. 
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WOMEN PRESENT WORK 
BY POSTERS 


Tur twenty-sixth annual convention 
of the Women’s Missionary Society of 
the Georgia-Alabama Synod was held 
in the Church of the Resurrection, 
Augusta, Ga., W. A. Reiser, D.D., pas- 
tor, with thirty-four delegates and vis- 
itors present, representing thirty-two 
congregations. It was a distinct honor 
to have in attendance Mrs. C. E. 
Weltner, familiarly known as “Mother 
Weltner,” the first president of the 
Georgia-Alabama Society, elected 
twenty-six years ago at the convention 
in Augusta. 

The convention theme, “Thy King- 
dom Come,” was developed in the four 
devotional periods by the Rev. Thomas 
H. Weeks, Marlow, Ga.; Mrs. B. E. 
Lester, Augusta, Ga.; Mrs. C. E. Sea- 
strunk, Rincon, Ga.; Mrs. J. A. Linn, 
Savannah, Ga. 

The Vesper Service was conducted 
by the Rev. J. V. Addy, Springfield, Ga. 
The address, “Our Church Work in 
Hammock Land,” which was informa- 
tive and challenging, was given by Mrs. 
Paul O. Machetzki, missionary to Brit- 
ish Guiana. 

All sessions were presided over by 
Mrs. G. H. C. Park of Birmingham, Ala. 

The reports of the officers and the 
department secretaries were presented 
through the medium of attractive 
posters, each showing an increase in 
accomplishments over the previous 
year. The membership poster revealed 
1842 per cent increase. 


Interesting Speakers 


Mrs. J. B. Moose, Columbia, S. C., 
mission study secretary, conducted an 
open forum on the general work of the 
Society. Ways and means of solving 
some of the problems presented were 
brought to light during the spirited dis- 
cussion. 

Reports of the triennial convention 
held in Des Moines, Iowa, were given 
by Mrs. G. H. C. Park and Mrs. A. V. 
Koebley, Atlanta, Ga., delegates from 
the Georgia-Alabama Society. The re- 
ports included excerpts of the address 
given by Mrs. C. E. Gardner, past pres- 
ident of the Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety of the U. L. C. A., stressing the 
personnel, potency and purpose of 
63,000 Lutheran women. 

Interesting information on “Lutheran 
World Action” was brought by the Rev. 
H. C. Fisher, regional director. 

The Children of the Church, under 
the leadership of Mrs. W. A. Reiser, 
presented an interesting program based 
on the life of Martin Luther. Mrs. 
Reiser was assisted by Mrs. Albert Frey 
and Mrs. George Labouseur, Jr. 

Mrs. J. M. Marchman, Springfield, 
Ga., India Centennial Fund Secretary, 
presented the India Centennial Appeal 


~ 


, January 22, 1941 


through the dramatization, “The Three 
Cripples.” The morning offering was 
applied to the India Centennial Fund. 

The In Memoriam Service was con- 
ducted by Mrs. J. Arte Usher of Sa- 
vannah. Eight members were memo- 
rialized. 

The following officers were re- 
elected: President, Mrs. G. H. C. Park; 
vice-president, Mrs. John L. Yost; re- 
cording secretary, Mrs. A. V. Koebley; 
statistical secretary, Mrs. H. L. Rau; 
treasurer, Mrs. G. L. Labouseur. The 
installation of officers and department 
secretaries was conducted by Mrs. J. B. 
Moose. 

The next convention will be held in 
the Church of the Redeemer, Macon, 
Ga. Mrs. D. E. Witson, Reporter. 


AN ABUNDANT LIFE 


Death of Laura Scherer Copenhaver Ends 
Varied and Distinguished Career 


Tue death of Mrs. Bascom E. Copen- 
haver, who was Laura Lu Scherer be- 
fore her marriage, occurred at her home 
in Marion, Va., December 18. She was 
born in Columbus, Texas,.where her 
father, Dr. J. J. Scherer, went as a 
Lutheran pastor and founder of Colo- 
rado College. He returned with his 
family in 1871 and located in Marion, 
Va., where he founded Marion College. 
Mrs. Copenhaver spent her childhood 
in and around Marion, attending Marion 
College, where she was graduated in 
1884. She began teaching in the college 
at the age of seventeen and taught for 
a number of years. She is remembered 
by hundreds of women as a teacher 
whose classes they loved to attend. 


Youthful Authoress 


While a girl in school she became in- 
terested in play writing. At the age of 
fifteen her plays were produced in the 
college auditorium. She wrote stories 
for Sunday school libraries and received 
a prize of $200 for one of her produc- 
tions. In later years her stories were 
accepted by Scribner’s and two essays 
were published in the Atlantic Monthly. 
She wrote a number of pageants, prin- 
cipally for use of Sunday schools and 
churches, and she also had a book of 
pageants published by Harpers’. She 
has written a few hymns, one of which, 
“Heralds of Christ Who Bear the King’s 
Commands” (Parish School Hymnal, 
165), has become a permanent part of 
the hymnology of four denominations 
and of interdenominational hymnals. 

In 1895 she married B. E. Copen- 
haver, who was for a number of years 
associated with Dr. Scherer in the work 
of Marion College and for thirty-six 
years was superintendent of the schools 
of Smyth County, Virginia. 
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Mrs. Copenhaver’s success in church 
work and along educational lines at- 
tracted the attention of leading men and 
women interested in fostering missions 
and Christian education to the extent 
that she was called to larger fields of 
activity. She lectured on the subject 
of Missions at Lake Geneva, Wooster 
College, Minneapolis, St. Petersburg, 
and other places. : 

She was for a number of years chair- 
man of the Education Committee of the 
Women’s Missionary Society, known 
then as the Literature Committee. 


Loved by Mountain People 

She early learned to love the moun- 
tain people, visited in their homes, and 
became acquainted with the conditions 
and needs which inspired her to action. 
At the age of ten she taught a Sunday 
school class at Shooting Creek, her first 
missionary work. She said she was in- 
fluenced to begin constructive mission 
work in the mountains by the many 
missionary women who came to Marion 
College to lecture on the subject, and 
this interest never waned. The life of 
the people farther back in the moun- 
tains always interested her. A talk she 
gave many years ago at a convention 
of the Women’s Conference of the Lu- 
theran Church was the first step in the 
founding of the Konnarock Training 
School, Konnarock, Va. 

Her interest in the mountain people 
of Southwest Virginia surrounding 
Marion developed into a matter of find- 
ing employment for them. She said 
about them, “The women who hook 
these rugs are the best type of moun- 
tain people. They seem to combine in 
their own characters the directness and 
strength of the mountains. They are 
never garrulous, never whining. They 
carry their heads high in the midst of 
poverty. It is my hope that their love 
of beauty, repressed by the hardship of 
their surroundings, may live for them 
in the work of their hands.” As these 
women gathered around her casket, it 
was evident that a peculiar feeling of 
affection for her existed among them. 

Her funeral service was conducted by 
her pastor, the Rev. John R. Brokhoff, 
assisted by Dr. E. H. Copenhaver. The 
following estimate of Mrs. Copenhaver 
written by a friend was read as a part 
of the simple service: 


A Fitting Tribute 
“LAURA SCHERER COPENHAVER 


“While she was with us she was the cen- 
ter about which we all moved. She was 
very clever, very wise, but in her clever- 
ness and wisdom never forgot to be human. 

“She was very rich, with only true rich- 
ness, and constantly made others rich. 
When you had been with her you went 
away filled with a new self respect. 

“She was alive, too much alive, the 
superabundance of life in her in the end 
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overcame her. Her frail body could no 
longer hold so much pulsating life. 

“Her kindness was never soft. It was 
demanding. She put those close to her on 
their mettle. She made them want, be- 
cause of her, to be something they could 
not be without her. ; 

“Her influence spread, out and out. All 
her life she lived in one small town but 
something of her spirit went far out, so 
that people in many far places felt it. 

“In those who know her intimately she 
will go on living and forming their thoughts 
and impulses as long as they live.” 

A FRIEND. 


PERSONAL 


The Rev. E. Theodore Bachmann has 
been called as supply pastor of St. 
Stephen’s Church, Wilmington, Del, 
during the absence of the pastor of this 
congregation, Dr. Park W. Huntington, 
Major Chaplain at Camp Upton, Long 
Island, N. Y. 


After a vacancy of nearly six months 
Holy Trinity, South Bend, Ind., is happy 
to announce the acceptance of the call 
extended the Rev. Robert H. Daube, 
pastor of Calvary Church, Rockford, 
Ill. He was installed by President H. E. 
Turney of the Indiana Synod January 
fifth. 


H. C. Hadley, D.D., retired from the 
active ministry January 1 after more 
than forty-two years of faithful service 
in the Church. He will reside in 
Elwood, Ind., where for the past ten 
years he has been pastor of St. John’s 
Church, 


Tue Church of the Holy Comforter, 
New York City, and its pastor, the Rev. 
Elmer J. Flanders, were called upon in 
the latter part of 1940 to mourn the 
death of Mrs. Elizabeth C. Knox. Mrs. 
Knox was a charter member of the con- 
gregation, one of the organizers of its 
Ladies’ Aid Society, the first and only 
president during thirty years of its or- 
ganization, and enabled by good health 
and interest to attend practically all of 
its meetings. Even the gradual dim- 
ming of her sight did not interfere with 
her regularity of attendance. Her fel- 
low: believers now bear witness to the 
influence of her example. 


Tue tenth anniversary of the pastor- 
ate of the Rev. J. Earl Reed at St. 
John’s Church, Manorton, Pa., was 
noted, and the pastor and his wife were 
the recipients of expressions of appre- 
ciation of their years of service in this 
city. 


The Rev. B. L. Stroup, who has 
served the Colburn Parish of the In- 
diana Synod for more than four years, 
has accepted a call to the Walton Par- 
ish, where he was installed December 1 
by the president of the Indiana Synod, 
Dr. H. E. Turney. 
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MORTGAGE BURNED 


Eightieth Anniversary of Messiah Church, 
Harrisburg, Marked by Freedom 
From Debt 


Messian CuurcH, Harrisburg, Pa., 
Chester S. Simonton, D.D., pastor, cele- 
brated its eightieth anniversary with 
appropriate services in November 1940. 
Three former pastors participated in the 
celebration: Luther DeYoe, D.D., of 
Germantown; Henry W. A. Hanson, 
D.D., president of Gettysburg College; 
and Carl C. Rasmussen, D.D., of Get- 
tysburg Theological Seminary. 

Messiah’s special Anniversary Goal 
was the wiping out of the church debt, 
and at the Sunday morning service a 
large and joyous congregation looked 
on while members of the church coun- 
cil together with former pastors and 
leaders assembled in the chancel around 
the bronze urn in which the mortgage 
was being burned. The pastor applied 
the match, and three members of the 
original Building Committee with Dr. 
Hanson, during whose pastorate the 
building was erected, assisted in the 
ceremony. The burning of this mort- 
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gage removed the last trace of indebt- 
edness from Messiah’s beautiful and 
spacious house of worship. 

The service Monday evening was a 
testimonial in honor of Dr. Luther De- 
Yoe, Messiah’s oldest living former 
pastor. In addition to members of the 
congregation many persons from the 
community came to pay tribute to a 
beloved friend and minister. Greetings 
were spoken by Dr. M. R. Hamsher, 
president of the Central Pennsylvania 
Synod; Dr. E. Martin Grove, president 
of East Penn Conference; the Rev. E. 8. 
Falkenstein, president of the Lutheran 
Ministerial Association of Harrisburg; 
Dr. S. W. Herman, pastor of “Old Zion,” 
the mother church; the Rev. Horace E. 
Clute of Brooklyn, who served as as- 
sistant during Dr. DeYoe’s pastorate at 
Messiah; and the Rev. W. Gilbert Wise 
of Youngstown, Ohio, who represented 
Messiah’s sons in the ministry. 


NORTH AUSTIN CHURCH, 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS — 


Tue LUTHERAN is in receipt of a re- 
port of the Christmas services in the 
congregation which is widely known for 
its size and for the ministry of Pastor 
F. W. Otterbein. It will be remembered 
that this is one of the largest congrega- 
tions in the Lutheran Church in the 
United States. 

In order to accommodate the great 
number of parishioners, five services 
were conducted on Christmas Day, be- 
ginning with a candlelight service at 
6.00 A. M. Following this there were 
regular services at 8.30, 9.45, 11.00 and 
a service of Holy Communion at 4.00 
P. M. The total attendance for the 
group of services was 8,200. Acting 
Pastor W. Carl Satre was in charge. 

Beginning January 1, 1941, the new 
assistant pastor entered upon the work 
of the congregation. He is the Rev. 
Victor Gruhn of Milwaukee, son of 
Pastor Gruhn of the Northwest Synod. 
He is a graduate of the University of 
Minnesota and Northwestern Seminary. 
He will devote himself especially to re- 
ligious education and young people’s 
activities in his pastoral work at North 
Austin. Our informant states that Dr. 
Otterbein’s health “is about the same.” 
He spent part of the early winter in 
Arizona. 


CONGREGATIONS 


Columbia, S. C. The State, a journal 
published in Columbia, S. C., which 
has achieved an enviable reputation as 
one of the leading daily papers of South 
Carolina and the United States, had 
little difficulty in filling the columns of 
its editorial section on December 25. A 
brief paragraph under the heading, 


THE LUTHERAN 


“Christmas Day Thoughts,” enabled the 
editorialist to express his hopes for a 
less calamitous 1941 than was 1940. Fol- 
lowing this, in the second column one 
reads the narratives of the evangelists 
through which the news of the birth of 
a Saviour has been promulgated to the 
world. As a concluding item reference 
was made to the trust in God which 
was expressed by the people of Finland 
during their months of trial by means 
of the hymns of their church—“A 
Mighty Fortress Is Our God” and 
‘Fear Not, O Little Flock, the Foe.” 

Probably it will be a satisfaction to 
the editor of The State to have evidence 
of prompt approval of his journal’s rec- 
ognition of the great Christmas festival 
in the issue of December. 25. 


Hasbrouck Heights, N. J. At the an- 
nual congregational meeting of Holy 
Trinity Church there was great re- 
joicing’~ over continued progress. The 
congregation now numbers 371 con- 
firmed members and there are 213 
teachers and pupils in the Sunday 
school. The regular current expenses 
and benevolences are raised through 
freewill offerings. The income through 
the weekly offering envelopes and the 
Christmas offering were the highest in 
the history of the church. This in- 
crease of freewill gifts over the pre- 
ceding year has been true for the past 
six years. Ten per cent of the income 
through the weekly offering envelopes 
was contributed toward apportioned 
benevolence. The Sunday school gave 
30 per cent of its entire income toward 
benevolent causes and the Ladies’ Aid 
and Luther League 10 per cent. 

Each year the congregation strives 
for the realization of a new project. In 
1938 it was a parsonage; 1939 a new 
heating system in the church; 1940 the 
raising of $2,300 for the reduction of 
the mortgage. The project for 1941 is 
a new organ. It was felt that because 
of the overcrowded conditions of the 
Sunday school a new parish hall will 
have to be erected in the near future. 
The Rey. Alfred Weber is the pastor 
of Holy Trinity Church. 


Muncie, Ind. Holy Trinity Church 
closed the year with all current bills 
paid. The building was completely re- 
decorated and painted, including the 
church auditorium, the Sunday school 
rooms in the basement, and the exterior 
of the building. A Hammond organ was 
installed, and will be paid for before 
April first. 

At the annual meeting, held Decem- 
ber 27, Pastor L. H. Wyandt was 
granted a leave of absence to serve as 
chaplain with the 151st Infantry, In- 
diana National Guard. He will go with 
the regiment to Camp Shelby at Hat- 
tiesburg, Miss., about January 17. Stu- 
dent Oscar W. Haupt of Hamma Divin- 
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ity School will serve as supply pastor 
during the absence of the pastor. He 
began his work January 5. Mrs. Lena 
Garrison, business woman and organist 
of the church, will act as executive sec- 
retary, taking over the executive duties 
of the pastor. 


North Tonawanda, N. Y. Grace 
Church celebrated its thirty-fifth an- 
niversary beginning Sunday, January 
19, with a service in honor of the fifty 
living charter members. In the eve- 
ning there was a Candlelight. Service 
with Dr. Samuel Trexler, ‘resident 
of the United Synod of New York as 
the speaker. Tuesday evening the an- 
niversary banquet was held with a 
former pastor, the Rev. John H. Sprock, 
as speaker. The anniversary Com- 
munion Service will be held Sunday 
morning, the twenty-sixth, and a Con- 
firmands’ Service will be held in the 
evening. The Rev. Hermann B. Miller 
was installed as pastor of this congre- 
gation January 12. He came to this 
congregation from the assistant pastor- 
ate of the Church of the Reformation, 
Rochester, N. Y. 


Wheeling, W. Va. Three services 
were held at Christmas in Zion Church, 
of which the pastor is A. C. E. Grotke, 
D.D. Most impressive was the proces- 
sional at the midnight Christmas Eve 
Service. The Junior and Senior Choirs 
formed a cross, and with only the can- 
dles for light the nave presented the 
appearance of one large lighted cross, 
an idea conceived in the mind of the 
eleven-year-old daughter of the pastor. 

For 1941 Zion congregation paid the 
apportionment in full for the fourteenth 
consecutive year. “Light for Today” is 
sent into every home in the congrega- 
tion, the expense being met by gifts 
from the organizations of the church. 
The freewill system of giving prevails 
in Zion. 


The Lutheran Society, Inc., of New 
York will hold its annual Ladies’ Night 
Dinner January 23 at the Astor Hotel, 
New York City. The speaker of the 
evening will be Dr. Walter Van Kirk, 
president of the National Peace Con- 
ference and well known for his weekly 
radio broadcasts on “Religion in the 
News.” There will be a special musical 
program. The Society embraces in its 
membership both clergymen and lay- 
men from the various Lutheran bodies. 
Mr. Herman Bellmer is president of the 


organization. 


SYNODS 


The ee nest annual convention of the 
Georgia-Alabama Synod will be held in the 
Church of the Ascension, Savannah, Ga., C. A. 
Linn, Ph.D., pastor, February 11-13: The con- 
vention will open with the sermon Tuesday at 
8.00 P. M., followed by the administration of 
the Lord’s Supper. John L. Yost, Sec. 


The one hundred twelfth annual convention 
of the Synod of Virginia will be held in Christ 
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Church, Staunton, Va., the Rev. Raymond B. 
Wood pastor, February 4-7. Opening session at 
7.00 P. M. Hugh J. Rhyne, Sec. 


The one hundred sixteenth annual conven- 
tion of the Synod of South Carolina will be held 
in Ebenezer Church, Columbia, S. C., C. E. 
Fritz, D.D., pastor, January 28-30. The conven- 
tion will open with the sermon Tuesday at 
11.00 A. M., followed by the administration of 
the Lord’s Supper. Karl W. Kinard, Sec. 


SPECIAL MEETING OF SYNOD 


A special meeting of the Indiana Synod will 
be held in the First United Lutheran Church, 
Walnut and Pennsylvania Sts., Indianapolis, Ind., 
January 26, at 10.00 A. M., to consiaer recom- 
mendations related to the Joint Campaign in 
behalf of Wittenberg College and Chicago Lu- 
theran Seminary. Every parish of synod is 
urgently requested to have its pastor and lay 
delegate present. G. Charles Goering, Sec. 


OBITUARY 


The Rev. Carl Heinrich 


retired from the active ministry since 1936, en- 
tered into Life Christmas afternoon at his home 
in Welisburg, Iowa. He attended the morning 
service in St. Paul’s Church near Wellsburg on 
December 22 that he might again worship in the 
church and with the congregation he had served 
for thirty-one years of his active ministry. 
During the afternoon he became ill with acute 
bronchitis, which resulted in his death on 
Christmas. 

Carl Heinrich was born February 10, 1863, 
the son of Johann Heinrich and his wife, 
Elizabeth (nee Roeder), in Radschen, District 
Kussen, East Prussia, Germany. After gradua- 
tion from the schools in his home town, he en- 
tered the theological seminary in Breklum, 
Holstein, Germany, from which institution he 
was graduated March 1, 1893. 

March 18, 1893, he married Miss Theodora 
Thortzen of Breklum, Germany. The couple 
left immediately after the wedding for Amer- 
ica. Upon his arrival in the New World Pastor 
Heinrich spent six months in special studies in 
English in the Chicago Seminary. He received 
and accepted a call to Walsh, Ill., and was or- 
dained to the gospel ministry by the Wartburg 
Synod. Eleven years later he became pastor of 
St. Paul’s Church near Wellsburg, Iowa, and 
served this congregation faithfully until his re- 
tirement from the active ministry in 1936. 

Pastor Heinrich is survived by his widow; 
three sons, John and Carl of Wellsburg and 
Gustav of Clear Lake, Iowa; also eight grand- 
children. One son and two daughters preceded 
their father in death. 

Mr. Heinrich will be greatly missed by his 
brethren in the ministry, especially the pastors 
of the Wartburg Synod, of which body he has 
been a deeply respected and beloved member 
since his ordination, and whom he served as 
chaplain at the annual conventions. 

The funeral service was held at his late res- 
idence December 28. The pastor of St. Paul’s 
Church, the Rev. F. Albin Heinz, officiated, as- 
sisted by the Rev. F. Freytag of Holland, Iowa. 
The service in the church was conducted by 
the pastor, and the sermons were preached by 
Pastors Christian Pieper of Lena, Ill., and Julius 
Muegge, a retired pastor and long-time friend 
of Pastor Heinrich, also by the Rev. R. R. 
Belter, Burlington, Iowa, president of the Wart- 
burg Synod. Interment took place in St. Paul’s 


Cemetery. 
Arnold H. Kaitschuk, 
Necrologist, Wartburg Synod. 


Irwin Bishop Kurtz, D.D. 


for thirty-four years the beloved pastor of 
Emmanuel Church, Pottstown. Pa., entered into 
rest January 2, 1941. Born at East Greenville, 
Pa., July 19, 1867, a son of the late Augustus 
E. and Elizabeth (Bishop) Kurtz, he received 
his preliminary education in the public schools 
of his native community. With the Christian 
ministry in mind he entered Muhlenberg Col- 
lege after preparation at Perkiomen Seminary 
and the normal schools at West Chester and 
Kutztown. His graduation from Muhlenberg 
with highest honors was followed by his en- 
trance into the Philadelphia Seminary, from 
which he was graduated in 1893, and was or- 
dained to the ministry in St. Mark’s Church, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

As a student he had assisted the Rev. D. K. 
Kepner in the work of Emmanuel Church. 
Pottstown, and upon his ordination he accepted 
a call to become assistant pastor of that church. 
The special work assigned him was the develop- 
ment of two missions established by Emmanuel 
Church: St. Peter’s, Stowe, and St. James, in 
the eastern part of the town. His success in 
his work almost immediately attracted the at- 
tention of the whole church, and two years 
later he accepted a call to the pastorate of 
Augustus Lutheran Church at Trappe, Pa. Here 
again he labored for two years, when, upon 
the death of Pastor Kepner of Emmanuel 
Church, he was called to return to Pottstown, 
where he labored most successfully as Em- 
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manuel’s pastor until stricken with illness in 
September 1931. The last ten years of his life 
were spent in retirement though he retained 
his mental faculties and continued to take a 
keen interest in the affairs of the Church. 

Dr. Kurtz was an eloquent preacher, a 
diligent student of the Scripture, an excellent 
teacher and a faithful pastor. His catechetical 
Instruction and his Sunday school lessons were 
listened to with rapt attention by young and 
old alike. These excellent pastoral qualities, 
together with his Christian bearing and his re- 
fined and courteous manner, not only endeared 
him to his people but made him a Christian 
example to the whole community. The pres- 
ent high standard of Emmanuel Church is 
largely the result of his scholarly preaching 
and his untiring work as a pastor. He was for 
some years a member of the Board of Trustees 
of the Philadelphia Seminary and also a dele- 
gate to the conventions of the United Lutheran 
Church. 

He is survived by his wife, the former Mary 
KE. Faust of Allentown, Pa.; one son, Irwin F. 
Kurtz of Oakland, Calif.; a daughter, Eliza- 
beth, wife of T. M. Moore of Mt. Airy, Phila- 
delphia, Pa.; and by two brothers and a sister. 
One of the brothers is the Rev. Melvin A. 
Sei pastor of St. Mark’s Church, Bethlehem, 

a. 


The funeral service was held in Emmanuel 
Church, Pottstown, January 6. Sermons were 
preached by the Rev. Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher, 
president of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, 
and by the Rev. Luther A. Krouse, Dr. Kurtz’s 
successor at Emmanuel. The service was con-, , 
ducted by W. O. Fegely, D.D., pastor of Augus-; 
tus Church, Trappe, Pa., and by the Rev. Nor- 
man Y. Ritter, pastor of Trinity Church, 
Perkasie, Pa. Interment was made in Fair- 
view Cemetery, Allentown, Pa. 

Norman Y. Ritter. 
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Inspirational and 


Devotional Books 


*CHRIST WHO IS ALL, THE. By Amos J. 
Traver. Inspirational talks on a Christ- 
centered life. Was 1.00 NOW .50 


*CONSECRATED LEADERSHIP. By Amos 
J. Traver. A basis for a study of the requi- 
sites of Christian leadership. 

Was 1.00 NOW .50 


*FAMILY SERVICE BOOK, THE. A family 
worship manual prepared under the aus- 
pices of the Common Service Book. 

Was 2.00 NOW .75 


*HELPS ON THE ROAD. By Charles M. 
Jacobs. Devotional talks on choice Scrip- 
ture selections. Was 1.00 NOW .50 


*LITTLE CHILDREN COME UNTO ME. By 
Paul J. Hoh. A book of original prayers 
for children two to twelve years of age. 

Was 50 NOW .25 


*PERFECT PRAYER, THE—AND ITS LES- 
SONS. By C. Armand Miller. Inspiring 
devotional studies on the Lord’s Prayer. 

Was 60 NOW .25 


*PASSION STORY, THE. By S. E. Ochsen- 
ford. The history of the Passion story, with 
added devotional material. 

Was .75 NOW .25 
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*WAY OF THE CROSS, THE. By C. Armand 
Miller. A series of Meditations on the his- 
tory of the Passion of Our Lord. 

Was 1.00 NOW .50 


Books on Lutheran Faith, 
Facts and Founders 


*AUGSBURG CONFESSION, THE. By J. L. 
Neve. A brief review of its history and an 
interpretation of its doctrinal articles. 

Was .75 NOW .35 


BETWEEN GOD AND MAN. By A. G. 
Voigt. A concise and clear presentation of 
the doctrines of the Lutheran Church. 

Was 1.50 NOW .75 


CONFESSIONAL PRINCIPLE AND THE 
‘CONFESSIONS OF THE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, THE. By T. E. Schmauk and C. 
T. Benze. A survey of confessional prin- 
ciples and literature of our church. 

Was 4.00 NOW 2.00 


CONSERVATIVE REFORMATION AND 
ITS THEOLOGY, THE. By C. P. Krauth. 
A classic work on the principles involved 
in the Reformation. Was 4.00 NOW 2.00 


*LUTHER, DOCTOR. By Gustav Freytag. 
A translation of an appreciation of Luther 
by a brilliant journalist. Was 1.00 NOW .25 


DOCTRINAL THEOLOGY OF THE EVAN- 
GELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, THE. 
By Heinrich Schmid. Translated. The 
teachings of the leading dogmaticians up 
to the time of Rationalism. 

Was 3.00 NOW 1.50 


ECCLESIA LUTHERANA. By Joseph A. 
Seiss. A brief survey of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. Was 1.25 NOW .50 


*FACTS OF OUR FAITH. By William L. 
Hunton. The church’s teachings on ques- 
tions of evangelical faith and its principles 
and methods of operation. 

EN Was 1.00 NOW .50 


FORMULA OF CONCORD. By G. J. Frits- 
chel. A survey of its origin and contents. 
Was 1.25 NOW .50 


*KATHARINE VON BORA. By Armin 
Stein. A narrative sketch concerning the 
wife of Martin Luther. Was 1.00 NOW .50 


*KATHERINE LUTHER OF THE WITTEN- 
BERG PARSONAGE. By Clara L. Dentler. 
An unusual portraiture of the wife of 
Luther. Was 1.00 NOW .75 


*LEADERS OF THE LUTHERAN REFOR- 
MATION. Edited by A. T. W. Stein- 
haeuser. Sixteen biographical sketches of 
leaders of the Reformation. 

Was .90 NOW .35 


*LUTHER PRIMER. By A. T. W. Stein- 
haeuser. A collection of excerpts from the 
most noted writings of Luther. 

Was .75 NOW .25 


*LUTHERAN LANDMARKS AND PIO- 
NEERS. By Wm. J. Finck. Presents places 
and persons figuring in early American 
Lutheranism. Was 1.35 NOW 1.00 


*LUTHERAN MAKERS OF AMERICA. By 
Ira O. Nothstein. Brief sketches of notable 
Lutherans who played a part in the colo- 
nial period of our country’s history. 

Was 1.50 NOW .75 


LUTHERAN MOVEMENT OF THE SIX- 
TEENTH CENTURY. THE. By David H. 
Bauslin. An interpretation of the aims, 
principles and methods underlying this 
movement. Was 2.50 NOW 1.50 


LUTHER’S CORRESPONDENCE AND 
OTHER CONTEMPORARY LETTERS. P. 
Smith and C. M. Jacobs. Two volumes of 
selected correspondence of Luther. 

Each Volume was 3.50 NOW 2.00 


